Address-in-Reply.

Mr. IuLinoworRTH: Any amendment to
the Address-in-Reply is 2 motion of want
of confidence.

Trae Presier : 1 am not afraid of that.

Mgr. LEAKE: 1 do not wish to be de-
prived of my right to spesk on this
amendment. If T move the adjournment
of the debate, what I have said will not
be taken, I presume, as a speech before
the House.

Tar Sreaker:The member for Albany
has not actually moved the amendment,
but has only intimated hie intention of
doing so.

Mgr. LEAKE: I ask for your ruling,
Mr. Speaker.

Tre Seeager: Do you want to move
the adjournment of the debate?

Mg. LEAEE: Yes,

Tee Speager: If you move the ad-
journment of the debate, and do not say
any more, it will not deprive you of the
right to speak.

Onthe motion of Me. LEAEE, thedebate
was then adjourned till the next day.

ADJOURNMENT.

On the motion of the PremiER, the
House adjourned at 9.50 p.m. till the fol-
lowing afternoon.

Fenislative @ouncil,
Wednesday, Junc 22nd, 1898.

Papers presented—Chairman of Committees ap-
pointed—Sessional Orders: Standing Com-
mittees appointed ;  Sitting Days and
Hours—Leave of Absence—Jury Deten-
tion Bill; first reading—Rivers Pollution
Bill; first reading—Prevention of Crime
Bill; first reading—Lodgers' Goods Protec-
tion Bill ; first reading—>Motion: Petition
of Right—Motion : Perth Corporation Lonn
—Motion : Address-in-Reply; Hon, R. 8.
Haynes's Amendment ; third day of debate
—Adjournment.

The PRESIDENT iook the chair at
4.30 o’clock, p.m.

PRAYERS.
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PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Covonian SecRETARY: Proclama-
tion preserving all birds on the Abrolhos
Islands ; Roads Boards and Commonage
Boards, by-laws made by ; Scab Act, 1891,
regulations under ; Stock Disenses Act,
1895, regulations under; Pearlshall
Fishery Act, regulations under; Fishery
Act, 1389, regulations under ; Destructive
Ingecta and Substances Act, 1880, regu-
Iations under; Fertilisers and Feeding
Stufis Act, 1895, regulations under;
Homesteads Act, 1893, regulations under ;
Agricultural Lands Purchase Act, 1396,
regulations under; Homesteads Act,
regulations re residential lots on gold-
fields; Free Areas on Goldfields, recula-
tions; Timber Licenses, regulations ; Re-
moval of Sand, etc., from Garden Island,
regulations. _

Orlaed to lie on the table.

How. R. 8. HAYNES: Would the Col-
onial Secretary inform me if the paners
dealing with the registration of firms have °
been laid on the table?

Tre COLONJAL SECRETARY: 1
know pething of them.

CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES.

On the motion of the CorLoniaL SEChE-
TARY, Sir George Shenton was appointed
to perform the duties of Chairman of
Committeea during the session.

SESSIONAL ORDERS.
STANDING COMMITTEES.

On motions by the Coroniar SEcrs-
Tary, the following committees for the
session were appointed : —

Houvse Coumarree. —The Presideat,
Hon. F. T. Crowder, Hon. R. S. Haynes,
and Hon. G. Randell ; with power to aet
during the recess, and to confer with any
similar Committee of the Legislative As-
sembly. .

Lisrarr Coumirrer.—The President,
Hon. J. W. Hackett, Hon. H. Briggs, Hon.
W. T. Loton, and Hon. &. Randell ; with
leave to git during any adjournment and
during the recess, and authority to act
jointly with the Library Committee of the
Legislative Assembly.

Staxpiva  Oroers  Cosairree.—The
President, Hon. J. W, Hackett, Hon. A.
B. Kidson, and Hon. . Randell; with
leave to sit during any adjournment, and
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authority to confer on matters of mutual
concernment with any Committee ap-
pointed for similar purposes by the Legis-
Intive Assembly.

Prixmixe Comuarres.—The President,
Hon. F, T. Crowder, and Hon. G. Randell.

SITTING DATYH ANT HOURS.

On the motion of the Covoxtal, SEcre-
TARY, it was ordered that, unless otherwise
ordered, the House do meet for the de-
spatch of business on Tuesdays, Wednes-
days, and Thursdays at 4.30 p.m., and
ghall sit until 6.30 p.m. if necessary, and,
if requisite, from 7.30 p.m. onwards.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.

On the motion of the CoLoxiAL SECRE-
T-RY, leave of absence for one month was
granted to the Hon. A. P. Matheson, on
nceount of urgent private business and
illness.

JURY DETENTION BILL.
Introduced by the Hox. R. §. Havwes.

FIRST READING.

How. R. 8. HAYNES: I understand
that a Bill is being brought forward in
another place to amend and consolidate
the Jury Act. This will in no way in-
terfere with the Bill I am introducing.
A similar Bill to this was introduced into
the House of Commons in England, and
adopted there. I think that iz a suffi-
cient precedent to follow here. In all
cases of misdemeanour in this colony, the
jury ean go home hefore delivering their
verdict, but in cases of felony they have
te be locked up. There is no vital dis-
tinction between the two offences. This
Bill has been approved of by the judges
in the Supreme Court, who are anxious
that it should be introduced into this
colony. The Crown Prosecutor cannot
safely commence a case of felony in the
Supreme Court here after 2 or 3 o’clock
in the day, because, if the case were not
finished, the jury would have to be locked
up all night. For this, and other rensons,
I have -thought it advieable to introduce
this Bill. T move the first reading of the
Bill.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a first time.

[COUNOCIL.]
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RIVERS POLLUTION BILL.

Introduced by Hox. F. M. Sroxg, and
read a first time,

PREVENTION OF CRIME BILL.

Introduced by the Hox. F. M. SroxE,
and read a first time.

LODGERS GOODS PROTECTION BILL.

Introduced by the Hon. F. M. StoxE,
and read a first time.

MOTION—PETITIONS OF RIGHT.
Hon. R. §. HAYNES moved :

That the correspondence between the Govern-

ment and the Right Hon. the Secretary of
State, in reference to the refusal of Petitions of
Right presented to the Government, be laid
upon the table of the House.
He said that during last session & similar
motion was before the House, and Mr.
Wittenoom, who was then Minister of
Mines, stated that the Government had
no objection to lay this correspondence
before the House. From time to time,
however, Mr. Wittenoom said he was
unable to produce the papers, as some
of them had to be looked up. One excuse
after another wns made, and the papers
were not laid on the table. It was mne-
cessary that the House should be in pos-
session of the papers, and he hoped the
motion would be carried into effect.

Put and passed.

PERTH CORPORATION LOAN.
Hon. F. T. CROWDER moved :

That all correspondence and papers i1liat kave
passed between the Government and the Perth
Corporation and the Premier and he A«ling
Premier, with regard to the loan of £20,000 to
the Corporation, be forthwith laid on the
of the Council. )

Put and passed.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY,
THIRD DAY OF DEBATE.

Debate resumed on the Address-in-
Reply, and on an amendment moved by
the Hon. R. S. Haynes to add the fol-
lowing paragraph to the Address:—

We, however, desire to express our disap-
proval of the proposal for re-appropriation con-
tained in paragraph 26 of your Excellency's
Speech. This course is in our opinion nne

which should not be followed, as it practically
commits the colony to an expenditure without
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previously having made due provision for pay-
ment, and we feel that it would be unwise at
the present time, directly or indirectly, to in-
crease the indebtedness of the colony by raising
further loans or deing anything that would
necessitate so doing until we have at least ex-
hausted the present loan authorisation.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER (East Pro-
vince): Though I quite concur with the
important proposition made by the Hon
R. 8. Haynes, I am not prepared to say
I go with him to the extreme extent, in-
asmuch as I de not thiok it would e de-
girable that all public works should be
stopped. But, in principle, I quite agree
with him that it would be extremely un-
wise on the part of the Government to
retain sufficient out of approved loans
for the continuance of other works, I
shall not say anything further :m (kis
subject until Iater. Other hon. mem-
bers have expressed their opinions on the
principle of the whole Speech, and I
shall commence my vremarks with
paragraph 3. The colony has reason
to congratulate itself on the post-
ponement of {ederation. That is
the general impression every hon
member must have formed  after
carefully reading the speeches which
have been made in various parts
of the colony by our representatives, and
also the many able letters written on
the subject in the newspapers. We can
only arrive at the one conclusion—a con-
clusion I arrived at when the matter was
first introduced into this House—that
the colony would have all to lose and
nothing to gain by federation. I am
therefore pleased that we will not aspire
to federation for a considerable length
of time to come, at all events, There
has been some delay in the construction
of the Royal Mint, and I would like to
know if hon. members know the reason.
It occurs to me that in consequence of
the plans not having been properly
drawn alterations had to be madewhich
considerably affected the cost of the
building, and also the time taken to
complete it. I would like to know whe-
ther a building of that important nature
should be commenced and almost com-
pleted before such mistakes are found
out. Why was not a competent man
selected, who thoroughly understood
what was required in a building of this
kind?7 Therc are many mistakes like

(22 JuxE, 1898.]

Third day of Debate. 69

this made, and it is only right for this
House to draw attention to such matters
publicly in order to avoid a recurrence
in future. As to the Coolgardie water
scheme, many of us tremble at the pro-
bable result. It is an enormous under-
taking, and may prove a burden to the
colony longer than many of us may live.
We would like to see it carried out as
cheaply and as effectively as possible.
I have very little confidence in the
Government carrying out works of this
kind in the cheapest way possible.
Governmnent works take a long time to
construct, and, with the many mistakes
made, prove far more costly than those
carried out Ly vontract.

Hox, R. G. Bunogs: What about the
Midland Railway?

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: That was a
bungling affair from the begionning to
the end.  The offers already made for
the carrying out of the water scheme by
persons other than the Government
ought to be carefully considered before
being rejected. Paragraph 12 is in the
main satisfactory. A railway has been
made #o the Collie coalfields, and it is of
the utmost importance that the pro-
prietors of the leases there should be
called on to work their ground without
any further comsideration. I see by
& clause further on that a proposal is
made for some further consideration be-
ing extended to these proprietors. But
now the railway is constructed to the
mines no further consideration ought to
be asked for. The value of the coal
produced from those mines ought to be
sufficient to induce the owners to work
them and make them pay. 1 should
have liked to see the colony in a position
to construct a line from Pinjarrah to
Marradong. It would open up an im-
mense extent of country, with valuable
timoer, and would further embrace the
Williams River district, which hashither-
to been neglected, and ought to receive
more attention. A very large amount
has been expended in the construction
of public buildings throughout the
coiony, but T take it for granted these
are buildings of importance and will be
of great value in the districts in which
they are. I would like alzo to make a
few remarks in regard to clause 8, deal-
ing with the boring at Coolgardie. Many
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people are dissatisfied with the result of
the bore put down there. When granite
was struck the bore should have been
discontinued, and another site selected.
I do not know much about the subject,
but it occurs to me that the Great
Boulder, where there is deep sinking,
would have been a very desirable site to
ageertain whether artesian water could be
obtained. We know from the formation
of the country there that unlimited
depths could be attained, and it would
then have been ascertained for certain
whether fresh water was there. As to
the stock route to Roebourne hon.
members will agree with me that very
little hns been done to foster the pas-
toral interests in that district. [How.
R. G. Birees: Nothing at all.] This
colony depends on the northern districts
for the supply of meat, but nothing has
been done for the settlers there. These
settlers pay their rents sannually, and
have had to hold on to their stations
under great difficulties, experiencing
drought ofter drought enough to break
their hearts. Yet nothing has been done
for them or for other settlers who have
made their homes in remote parts of the
colony. The Government are very
blameable in that respect. A great deal
more ought to be done for the pastoral
interests than has hitherto been done.
Now after this paltry route hns been
wade T am afraid it will be a long time
before any benefit from it will be de-
rived,

Hox. R. G. Burces:
years making.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: I hope that
settlers will find that route answer their
purpose and be enabled to bring their
stock into market, but I would like to see
a great deal more done. Considerable
attention has been given to the ports of
the colony, but very little interest has
beer: displayed in opening out Esperance
Bay  The Government have displayed a
great indifference in regard to Esperance ;
notwithstanding that there is one of the
finest natural harbours this colony pos-
gesses. I hope in the future Esperance
will receive more consideration. And I
will remark further on as to what I con-
mider should be done for Esperance Bay.
Our harbour works are progressing
mtisfactorily, as every ome will admit

It took three
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even almost beyond what we anticipated
But we have yet to know whether the
cost of these works will exceed what was
estimated in the first instance.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: So far it has not.

Hox. C. E. DEMPSTER: Then the
colony has reason to congratulate itself
on the value and importance of the work
dene.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr:
by contract either.

Hon. C. E. DEMPSTER: As to the
great work at Bunbury I know nothing ;
but I see from an article in the news-
pepers that the breakwater received a
severs shaking during the last storm. I
hope it will take litils to make the work
gtand firm in the future. We have reason
to be pleased and pratified at the con-
gtruction of an immense length of tele-
graph line. The timber industry, I am sure,
will engage the attention of everyome.
We are pleased to see that industry has
advanced, and I hope it will continue to
do s0.  Qur exports are largely increas-
ing, and the respectable figures showing
the gold returns are very gratifying. We
all feel an interest in the question of the
provision of public batteries on the gold-
fields, inasmuch as these will enable
miners, who have insufficient capital, to
get their stone crushed to advantage. I
hope the batteries will be so worked as
to be a benefit to the leaseholders and
to the colony generally. I have already
referred to the completion of the railway
to the Collie coalfields, and pointed out
that it is proposed to offer further en-
couragement to the working of these conl
deposits. I cannot gee what further en-
couragement there should be than a rail-
way made to the mines. If the conl
mines are not working now in such a way
as to keep the railway oceupied and sup-
ply the requirements of the colony, then
the development of the Collie coalfields
ought to be condemned, and the owners
too. The agricultural prospects are eaid
to be very encouraging. Though we have
s large amount of good hay in our
districts, there is very great difficulty m
selling it and getting the cash for it. We
may sell, but very often we
do not get the cash. That shows there is
a dearth of money in the colony amd that
buyers are not prepared to take large
quantities. We, however, look forward

And it is not
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next year to being able to produce not
only enough hay, but also sufficient
wheat for the requirements of the colony.
I think this will be borne out by the re-
sults of next year’s crops, if the season
turns out as good as it now promises to
be. There are very few people who will
not admit that the Land Purchase Act
has done a considerable amount of good,
and will lead to the cultivation of & large
amount of land that might otherwise
bave remained idle for a great number of
years. Several blocke to my knowledge
have been selected, and will, I have no
doubt, be soon brought under cultivation.
1 hope that those gentlemen who have em-
barked in the enterprise will be success
ful. The question of the cattle tick at
Kimberley interests us all. At the pre-
sent time there are enormous numbers
of cattle kept in the Northern Districts,
and to exclude them from this market,
when it is so very bare and meat is 80
high, seems to me to be both unfair to
the consumer and to the owners of stock.
The danger to be incurred by the intre-
duction of stock from that district does
not scem to me to be very great. I con-
sider that the course taken by the Gov-
ernment is unfair to the proprietors of
those larpe stations at East Kimberley,
and I think that some provision should
be made to render it safe to land the
cattle here with a view of giving the con-
sumers an opportunity of getting their
mesat a little cheaper than they do. Unless
something of this kind is done, there will
be an agitation got up against the high
price of meat. The next paragraph in
His Ezcellency’s Speech deals with the
Report of the Metropolitan Waterworks
Board. It appears to me that a very
great expenditure is being incurred for
the benefit of the city. The people of
Perth have already got one site from
which they can obtain water in almost
any quantity, and yet we find that they
are cnlling out for more water works.
Parngraph 23 deals with the tariff. I
think it would be wige to leave the tariff
alone. Clause 25 deals with the proposed
railwvays for the goldfields.  After all
that has been done for the goldfields, I
cannot see the advissbility of incurring
further expense for the construction of
the lines proposed. The programme of
railway construction contained in the
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Speech will cost the colony an enormous
amount of money. I think that the people
on the fields should be satisfied with the
money nlready spent in their behalf in
the conservation of water and in the con-
struction of railwaye. It is all very well
for those people in the colony te advacate
expenditure of this sort who can clear
out in o few minutes; but those who are
nailed to the soil, who cannot get away,
whose all is in the colony, would be
seriously affected by such an expenditure,
and they are the people who should be
considered in these matters. With nll re-
spect I quite concur with the amendment
proposed by the Hon. R. S. Haynes. 1
do not think that the prineciple is right
that, in order to obtain sufficient means
to carry out those proposed additional
railways and public works, moneys should
be taken from loans which have been ob-
tained for other purposes. It only means
the flonting of another. big loan to pay
for authorised works when they are
required. Considering our position, with
o decreasing revenue and not an in-
creasing population, we are not justified in
incurring this fresh expenditure. —We
were told not long since that Perth wes to
be affected by fever, but it hns been ex-
tremely healthy during the hot seasom,
and there is very little proof to show that
deep sewernge is more necessary now than
before. Very much money has been
wasted nlready, and, unless we are care-
ful, very much more will be wasted. I
thank hon, members for giving me a kind
hearing, and I hope our proceedings in
the Council will be as well conducted in
the future as they have been hitherto.
How. C. A. PIESSE (North-East): Tt
iz the duty of every hon. member to give
his opinion of His Excellency’s Speech. It
is regretable that this House, which
ghould occupy the position of checking
hasty legislation, should be called upon
to pass o resolution condemning a pro-
gramme of public works of which we have
never heard the why and wherefore,
Hown. R. S. Havwes: And never will.
Hox. C. A. PIESSE: It is asking us
10 tie our hands in & way that may prove
very objectionable afterwards. I think
it would be wise on the part of hon. mem-
bers to pause hefore they support the
amendment which has been moved by
the hon. member on my right. In deal-
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ing with the Address-in-Reply, I would
like first to take this opportunity of
congratulatipe the new member—the re-
preseptative of our goldfields—who so
ably moved the adoption of the Address-
in-Reply.  QOne of the points which most
impressed me in his speech was the way
in which he alluded to the friendly feel-
ing between the people on the fields and
the farming community.

A Meuser: What about federation?

Hox. C. A PIESSE: It would be
unwige on our part to join in federation
af present. It seems to me that the
time is not ripe;in fact, I am sure it
s not ripe for us to teke part as yet in
that movement. When we do so, we
should be ready to walk boldly in, backed
up by the fact that we had a population

equal at least to that possessed by South *

Australia, and by the knowledge that we
could produce more than we required for
our own consumption, and that our in-
dustries were ready to compete snccess-
fully with those of the other colonies
Then we shall be ready to enter federa-
tion, but till that time comes I shall be
inclined to vote against it. With re
gard to fthe statements made that we
shall not have such good terms offered
us at a future day, I maintain that the
other colonies will always be glad to
receive us, and that our geographical
position alone assures us of a cordial
reception nf their hands. Qur peo-
graphieal position, indeed, will be one of
the greatest levers in our favour. They
will admit us, Ithink, onconditions even
more favourable than those on which
they are prepared to admit us at the pre-
sent moment. The other colonies
deserve our thanks for the consideration
they have given us, and for the very
liberal terms which we have been able
to obtain.  But if we joined the move-
went at the present moment, we should
be like an uncut jewel, and we should
not have an opportunity of showing our
worth. We are under an obligation——

How. J. W. Hackerr: What is it}

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: He is not in the
witness-hox.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: We are under
an obligation to ourselves to develop our
resources before we throw in our lot with
the other colonies. With regard to
paragraph 6, T was very pleased to hear
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the hon. gentleman who has just gat down
mention the Pinjarrah to Marradong
railway. I think the time is ripe when
this railway should be constructed, and
I am very sorry indeed that provision
has not been made in His Excellency’s
Speech for its commencement. I think
the Hon. E. MTarty alao drew attention
to this matter. I think it is due to the
people there that this line should be
constructed, and I hope that in a future
session & Bill will be brought in author-
ising its construction. With regard to
the contemplated Bridgetown Railway,
I am very sorry to find that provision
bas not been made for taking a prelimin-
ary sarvey with the object of ascertaining
what it would cost to construct the line.
I recognise that there is great wealth in
that part of the country; it is a second
Tasmania; it will grow fruits equal
to Tasmania; and the timber re-
sources  of  that  locality  are
enough in themselves to justify the
construction of a line, so that I think the
time is ripe for placing money on the
Estimates for making a survey for that
purpose.  With regard to paragraph 7,
I must confess my surprise at the action
of some hon. members in complaining of
the expenditure for stone buildings in con-
nection with the railways. They first
allowed them to be built in their own
constituencies and then ¢ome here and
complain that the buildings are too good
for the place. I challenge these hon.
members to go to those localities in their
own oconstituencies and condemn ‘he
buildings hefore their constituents.

How~. A, B. Kmson: I would.

How. C. A. PIESSE: If you condemned
them during election time you would not
be returned. Before taking the step they
did, these hon. members should have asked
their constituents whether they ohjected
to having something substantial erected
instead of n roxashackle of & building, I
think it is mean, to say the least of it,
after allowing these buildings to be put
up, to come here and complain that they
are too good. So long as the buildings
are of a serviceable nature I contend that
they cannot be too good for the place.

A Mewngpr: If we cnn afford it.

How. C. A. PIESSE: The difference in
cost between erecting a building of stone
and of wood is sometimes very small when
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the material is to be obtained on the spot.
I have not taken much note of the stations
off the main line, but comparisons, have
been made, and it has been suggested that
they are far in advance of those in the
other colonies. If so, I think it is to our
credit ; it shows that we believe in our
country, and that the buildings have been
put up in a “come to stay” kind of way.
Hon. members first authorised the con-
struction of these buildings, and then
they come here and say “Look at these
buildings, how expensive they are!”

Hor. R. 8. Havxes: We did not
authorise them.

Horv. A. B. Kipsoxy:
the plans.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Oniy yesterday I
received a petition asking that a covering
of some sort should be put up for the
protection of goods belonging to the peti-
tioners, if it were only of galvanised iron.

Hox. R. 8. Havwves: That is just the
point.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: What I complain
of is that hon. members first allow these
buildings to be constructed in their elec-
torates, and then come here and complain
of the expenge. One hon. member com-
plained that the stone buildings in Cool-
gardie were fit for a city ; well, are not
they in a city?

Hox. R. 8. Havnes: No.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: T maintain that
Coolgardie is one of the most promising
cities in Western Australia.

Hon. R. 8. Havxes: You don’t know
what a city is. A city is a place where
the bishop lives.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: With regard to
paragraph 8 which deals with the ques-
tion of water supply, I am sorry the Gov-
ernment have not been able to report
some successful boring operations. Last
year, our district suffered somewhat
severely, and I think it is time that some-
thing should be done in that direction.
From paragraph 15 I learn thot the yield
of gold is very satisfactory. The last
part of the paragraph states that “My
Ministers desire to do all in their power
to encourage permanent works and in-
dustries, and by that means to huild up
a seli-supporting couniry.” It struck me
that it was somewhat peculiar that this
sentence ghould be attached to this
clause, but it is such a good expression of

We never saw
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intention that I may say at once thab I
approve of it. With regard to the public
batteries on the goldfields, I would like
to see these carried out on the subsidy
system, under which the Government pay
pound for pound, according to the amount
contributed by the people.

Howx. R. 8. Hayxes: Whom would the
battery belong to?

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: To the people.
With regard to paragraph 18, T am glad
to learn that the agricultural prospects
are encouraging, In spite of what the
Houn. C. E. Dempster said, I maintain that
there is more chaff now than is required,
and next year I hope we shall Le able to
say that there is more wheat than is re-
quired. T am positive that time is near
at hand. Thousands of acres more land
have been brought under cultivation this
vear, and, in view of the fact that more
chaff has been produced this year than
is required, I think that we may safeiy
predict that more wheat than is required
will be produced next year, and, although
1t will entail a loss in price to us, it 18
what we have been looking forward to and
what we have said all along was bound o
come. I hope the Council will suppori
paragraph 23, in which the Government
propose to amend the tariff, as it involves
the wrinciple of self-preservation. In
this paragraph the Government proposs
to ask us to consider the question of giving
the preference to goods manufactured in
the mother country over those manufac-
tured by foreign countries. With thi: T
concur. In the course of his remarks
yesterday, the Hon. H. G. Parsons said
that the Commissioner of Lands did nat
understand the requirements of the gold-
fields, but I maintain that that hon. gea-
tleman knows very well the surroundings
oi the goldfields. He knows that people
had houses on wheels on the fields, and
made these improvements of such value
that an ordinary buyer could mot get
them. I maintoin that the Commissioner
of Lands knows all these little tricks, avd
is determined to prevent a repetition of
them. We can safely leave the matter
in his hands. With regard to Clause 25,
I ghall support the Government if it can
be shown that these railways, which it is
proposed to comstruct, are wanted. Can
any hon. member show me the railway
that is not self-supporting?
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Hov. R. G. Burges: What about Cue?

How. C. A. PIESSE: The railway is in
the hands of the contractors, and you have
ne right to condemn it til! you have seen
how it works. I de not understand hon.
members condemuing the construction of
the lines proposed by the Government,
when they have no information before
them to show whether those lines are
required or whether they will pay. If it
can be shown that they are required, and
that they will pay, it is our duty to sup-
port them, and not to condemn them
without hearing the reasons for their con-
struction. With regard to the proposed
Norgeman Railway, I shall not bind
myself to support that, since I have
always advocated a railway from Esper-
ance to Norseman ; and it seems to me
that Esperance is the natural outlet for
that district. At the same time, there
are many points which have to be con-
gidered in regard to this matter. We
find that the Norseman people are satis-
fied, and that, at any rate, is & great
point. If the Norseman people say they
are satisfied to have the railway from
Coolgardie, it will leave Esperance as it
is. I shall reserve my final opinion until
the question is actually before us. At the
same time, I can see that if the railway
is made from Coolgardie we shall have
heard the last of it so far as Esperance
is concerned. The then existing rights of
Coolgardie will be 5o great that the people
there will not be willing to hand over
their rights to any new men who choose
to settle in Esperance and serve the gold-
fields directly. The moment Norseman
gets o railway from Coolgardie, the sup-
port of the goldfield will be withdrawn
from an DKsperance railway. Esperance
deserves n certain amount of considera-
tion, and it is for that reason it would be
wise to hold our final decision until we
hear the why and wherefore of the whole
matter. I am opposed to the amendment.
Tt is another way of saying there shall be
no railways, and to such a policy T am
opposed. Tt is not the duty of the House
to condemn the Government in this matter
unheard ; and to pass the amendment
would be to do that. We have not yet
heard one word as to the reason for the
construction of these railways. Experi-
ence shows that railways to the goldfields
have always paid. Mr. Burges asked just
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now, “ What about Cue?’ That line has
not been proved ; in fact, it is not out of
the contractors’ hands. I defy the hon.
member $o point to any goldfield line that
has not paid. In the face of the influence
such railways have on producers, and on
the community generally, this House has
no right to pass such an amendment.

Hox. R. S. Havxgs: Why not?

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: It would prevent
people having railway facilities to which
they are entitled.

Hox. F, T. CrowpeEr: Do you call
Ciause 26 good finamoing ¢
Hon. C. A. PIESSE: If T had two

banking accounts, with one exhausted, I
should use one for the purposes of the
other, instead of borrowing afresh. ' I
would not let the second banking acoount
lie idle.

Hoxn. R. S. Havnes: If both accounts
were overdrawn what would you do?

Hown. A. G. Jenkzns : Open & third.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: Those in opposi-
tion to the proposals of the Government
are always lacking in that they do not
suggesi anything else.

Hox. B. S. Havynes: Yes, we do.

Hon. C. A. PIESSE: Come forward
with some suggestion, then, if you can

Hoxn. R. 8. Havxes: Cease borrowing.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE: Cease barrowing!
That is & policy of standing still, as I told
you yesterday.

Hox. R. 8. Havwes: It is a poliey of
move on.

Hon. C. A, PIESSE: Facilities for
quick transit are required, and unless the
Government carry out their polioy 1 do
not see how those facilities are to be ob-
tained. I was very glad to hear Mr. R.
S. Haynes say he was in favour of some .
protection for farmers. Nothing in the
world is se highly protected as his own
profession. I do not say one word against
the legal profession, except that if it stood
in the same position as the farmer, and
anyone could enter the calling, members
of that profession would have to face a
great deal more competition than they
do now; and competition means the
cutting down of prices.

Hox. R. 8. Havyes: You would be the
leader of the Bar.

Hox. D. E. CONGDON (West): 1 do
not intend to say many words conoerning
the Speech. The only objection I have
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to it is its lengthy character,
that I have no objection, and I congratu-
late Mr. Jenkins on the manly, out-spoken
maanner in which he proposed the Address-
in-Reply, I am sure that Mr. Jenkins,
like many others in this Council, must
feel that the Government were perfoctly
justified in inserting a clause in which at-
tention is drawn to the vast amount of
public works carried out by the Govere-

ment during the past year. These are-

matters of history. The various depart-
ments are accused of spending large sums
of money, especially the Works Depart-
ment. But ‘these vast works could not
bave been carried out without expending
large sums of money. I jump right
through the Speech until I come to pars-
graph 26, That paragraph I refer to
simply to say that it is my intention no
to vote for the amendment of Mr. R. 8.
Haynes.

Hox. R. S. Havves: Why!

How. D. E. CONGDON: In the first
Place, I do not know that we have any
right to deal with this matter now.

Hox. R, 8, Haywes: Why!

Hov. D. K. CONGDON : Wait a
moment, Mr. Haynes, pleage. T do not
think we have any right to deal with this
matter until we know the reasen which
has induced the Government to place the
proposal before Parlisment. In this
House each member is ounly intended to
give an opinion on the various transao-
tions ag they pass before his mind. It is
not right that we should commit ourselves
to take a distinct action such as the
amendment would entail.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: You want to sit
on a rail,

Hox. R. G. Buroces: The amendment
is an expression of opinion; that'’s all.

Hox. D. K. CONGDON: It is an ex-
pression of opinion that is very much em-
phasized. I hope hon. members will not
be guided by this additional expression
of opinon proposed by Mr. R. S
Haynes. So far, I am quite prepared to
vote against it.

How. R, 8. Havnes: Whyt

How. D. K, CONGDON: Because it is
improper that it should be there.

Hox. R. G. BURGES (East): T am not
prepared at present to address the House
on the amendment proposed by Mr.
Haynes. I congratulate the Hon. Mr.
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Randell on the position he now occupies
as leader for the Government in this -
House. I hope we may he able to follow
him in all messures he may bring before
the House—at any rate, in all measures
which we consider we are justified in sup-
porting. I mean to take an independuut
course, whick is a course I think all hon.
members ought to take. If the Govern-
ment bring forward any measures which
hon. members consider are not for the
benefit of the country, we ought to make
a etand against them, and express our
opinion. That is all the good this House
can do. We know that if we are not
guided by public opinion the Government
may go to the country, an action wkich
might reault to this House as some time
ago resulted te the Legislative Council in
New South Wales, where, of course, the
Council had to give way. This House has
the power of expressing an opinion, and
that power should be wisely exercised. I
congratulate the House on the fluent way
in which the Hon. Mr. Jenkins moved ‘the
Address-in-Reply, That gentleman de-
scribed himself as a junior mem-
ber of this House. He is an able
lawyer—one of many in the Legis-
lature—whe ought to have great ex-
perience in all business matters. He, as
a young member, should have looked into
such an important matter as federation.

How. C. A, Jexnemws: So I did.

Hor. R. G. BURGES: I hardly think
the hon. member could have done so. Any
man who takes the trouble to put half &
dozen figures together can see that feder-
ation, although there is a special clause
giving this colony five years to remove its
duties, would mean the utter collapse of
Western Australia. The hon. member
spoke of this subject in & sentimental way,
a way which I am sorry to say the Premier
has alse taken up. I would like to ask
the hon. member how he thinks this
colony would be able to carry on its Gov-
ernment without the duties? How could
railways and other great public works be
constructed when, under federation, the
greater part of the revenue would be taken
away altogether?

How. ¥. T. Crowper: Trust to provi-
dence.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: Lt is all very wcll
to do that. But we are a small population
with a great territory. Our goldfields are
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not yet developed, and, as I have said,
federation would mean the utter collapse
of ali our public works. I congratulate
the country on the fact that the question
of federation is settled for the present.
There will have to be another Bill before
the question comes before the people
again.  The present Act is dend alto-
gether. Tt will be along time before this
colony can ever enter into such a costly
schemie as is involved in federation.
Dealing with the more important matters
to the country in general, paragraph
9 of His Excellency’s Speech deals with the
matter of the stock route to Roebourne.
Many people have a mistaken idea that
this is a matter of importance only to
pastoralists. But what are the Govern-
ment doing for the pastoral interests? The
Iate Commissioner of Crown Lands pre-
pared a bill dealing with pastoral matters
some two years 220, and the present Com
missioner is going to introduce a simila
measure. This matter has been lying
dead for two years, and yet the Govern-
ment, in the Speech given to us, go on
to show the wonderful work they have
done for pastoralists. The Government
have opened cut a stock route to Roe-
bourne “to o distance of 400 miles
north of Mullewa, and wells have
boen  constructed and equipped along
this portion of the route; and
from  Roebourne to Broome the
water supply works have been main-
tained and improved,” ete. That
in what the Government have done
for the pastoral interests during the
three years. And what have they done
for the goldfields industry? They have
constructed miles of railway. Can that
be snid to be pushing forward the pas-
toral industry? I decidedly say, no.
Somebody ought to bring under the
notice of the Government the fact that
the interests of the pastoral industry are
something more than a passing matter,
and ought to be taken more into con-
gideration. In 1896 the colony imported
£99,000 worth of sheep and cattle, not
taking into account preserved meat and
so forth. In the same year £200,000
worth of cereals, flour, ete., was im-
ported ; and there was an increase in
the importation last year. It has been
raid by several members, and is also
well known throughout the country, that
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agricultural production will seon over-
take the wants of our own people. There
is o great outcry about the cost of living,
and particularly about the price of meot.
On this subject the Government have all
the information before them. A Parlia-
mentary commitiee met two years ago,
and got valuable information from some
of the men connected with the northern
areas. It was then stated that there
were large areas in the Kimberley Dis-
trict, that could be stocked if there was
n weter supply. It has been mentioned
in other places that the northern portions
of the colony were of great assistance
te the southern part a few years ago,
before we had the goldfields. But it
now seerns as if the Government had
altogether forgotten the northern dis-
tricts. The Minister of Lands is push-
ing the agricultural industry forward ali
he can; but what is he doing for the
North? No one has yet arisen to
push the pastoral interests of the
country ahead, and it would seem that the
man to do that is yet unborn.  Only the
interests of one part of the country are
locked to, and it yet remains for some
one to open up the vast resources we have
inthe North, where there are millions of
acres of good country which only require
testing with a bore. Why has not this
par. of the country been tested as other
parte of the country have been—on: the
goldfields for example? It is the duty
of the Ministry in prosperous times, when
they have the money in hand, to look
after the interests of the whole country.
Bur the Government do what they like
with the money.

Hox, ¥. T. Crowper: There is no doubt
they do.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: It is not right
that only one industry should be en-
couraged and others excluded. Hom.
members may think that I am speaking
for my own benefit. But I can nssure
them that I have no interest in the nor-
thern country at all.  People in the
Eastern and Southern Districts and parts
of the northern districts have spent
money improving their places and con-
serving water, but now they cannot get
store stock to fatten. The Government
are principally to blame for this. If the
northern country was opened out and
deep bores put down and proved water,
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settlers in the southern portion of the
colony would be able to get store stock to
fatten at a profit, and the high prices
would cease. I trust that before next
year something more will be done, and
that o Crown Lands Bill, of which 1have
heard nothing of late, will tend to develop
thal vast aren of country which is now
lying idle for want of water. The great
harbour works at Fremantle are going on
satisfactorily, and, T believe, under the
estimated cost.  Hon. members, when
the Coolgardie water scheme was before
the House, asked for a select committee
on the scheme, but now these very mem-
bers are changing their minds.

Hox. R. 8. Havywves: Your own col-
league, the Hon. Mr. Taylor, did.

How. R. G. BURGES: I think the Hon,
R. 8. Haynes did n great deal in thnt
direction.

Hown. R. 8. Haymes: I helped him.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: Mr. Haynes, on
that occasion, moved that the question
be put, and Mr. Taylor seconded the
motion. I have been told that the Gov-
ernment pay advisers, and must go by
their advisers’ opinion. I amn not say-
inz a word against the Coolgardie water
scheme. I mention it to point out that
the Fremantle harbour works are being
carried out by the Government engineer
at a cost which is under his estimate.
Why, then, should the engineer not be able
to carry out the Coolgardie water scheme
in the same wav? He has been home
and taker the advice of several engineers
in England nnd other parts of the world.

Hox. F. T. Crowner: After the Bill
was possed.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: I am only re-
ferring now to hon. members who say
that the Coolgardie water scheme should
be tnken up by some outside body.
Surely this colony has had enough experi-
encc in that way. The Midland Railway
is a sufficient warning against the Gow-
ernment doing any of their work through
syndicates. That railway company
locked up all their land throughout agri-
cultural distrigts.  There is danger in
allowing work to be carried out by out-
side: people.

Howx. R. 8. Haywes: That is the fault
of bad agreements, which should not be
prepared by some second-rate clerk.
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Hox. B. G. BURGES: It does not
matter whose opinion we get, we have to
pay him and pay for his mistakes. The
ability of the Engineer-in-Chief has been
proved by the Fremantle harbour works.
It would be better to trust to the Gov-
ernment’s own people than hand over
the work to contractors whose oniy ob-
ject is to make something for themselves.
Parlinment ought to assist the Govern-
ment in carrying out the Coolgardie
water scheme. Hon. members ghould
not keep referring to paltry little works
which may not have been carried out
as they should have been. People on
the goldfields did not trouble much at
one time about the water supply, hut
now every leading man, whose opinion
i3 worth respect, ssys that water is
wanted more and more every day.

Hown. C. A. Jevkixs: The future life
of the goldfields depends on it.

Hox. R. G. BURGES: That opinion
ig, I believe, borne out by all experi-
enced men on the goldfields.

Hox. F. T. CrowpeEr: Two years ago
we were told that the goldfields would be
shut up if the water echeme were not
started in six months:

Hox. R. G. BURGES: The export of
gold is most gratifying, and there is an
enormous area of country that has not even
been touched yet in the way of prospect-
ing. The incrensed export of gold shows
that the country cannot be in such a bad
state 28 some hon. members would like
peonle to lelievee. I have heard all
sorts of rumours to the effect that the
whole of the surplus of £315,000, and
£140,000 more, will be spent over and
above the estimate for thiz year. But
it must be taken into consideration that
we have had railways to build out of
revenue, together with the breakwater
at Bunbury and other large works. I
believe a lot of these works are almost
complete, and will not be such n drain
on the revenue next year. Comparing
the revenue of this year with that of last
yvear we have a decrease, but we have a
large revenue now.

How. F. T. Crowpek: Who says so?

Hox. R. G. BURGES: If the country
during the Isst year or two had been
going back at the rate some people
would have us believe, the Treasury
would have been bankrupt long ago.
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Last session Mr. Wittenoom was most
indignant when statements as to the
country being in a bad state were made
by hon. members. I hope that when
the Colonial Secretary speaks he will be
able to show us that things are not in
such a state as we are led to believe,
and that the fizures are 'not laid before
the people so a8 to mislead.

Hox. R. 8. Havwes: We hope so.

Hov. R. G. BURGES: I do hope so,
and I believe so.

Hox. R. 8. Havyxes: The Colonial See-
retary (Hon. G. Randell) himself did not
ithink go last year.

Hor. R. G. BURGES: Although Mr.
Dempster did not think agricultural
prospects so eatisfactory as they oughi
to be, we have not much to complain
of up to the present, and I hope the in-
dustry will be as good for the next three
or four years. I hope the inerease of
population and development of the gold-
fields will be such that the country will
not be able to raise enough produce for
the population of the country for years
to come, and that we will be able to
borrow more money and build more rail-
ways. As to the paragraph dealing with
East Kimberley and the tick plague,
I am sorry to hearthe opinion that any-
body who has no more than 30 head of
cattle in the Southern District is worth
anv consideration. The hon. member
wic made that remark made n great
mistake. No ome would introduce
small-pox into the country, and a stand
ought to be made pgainst the tick. No
cattle ought to be admitted until we are
quite sure there is no danger.  This is
too important a matter to be dealt with
in & hurry.  The question of the pro-
hibition of stock requires careful con-
sideration at the hands of the Govern-
ment. We cannot produce the meat
here, and T do not think we are justified
in retaining the high duty on live stock.
Paragraph 24 deals with a number of
Bills of an important character. I hope
that the hon. gentleman who leads this
House, and who has the cause of educa-
tion at heart, will not forget that the
country districts should be considered as
well ag Perth. What are they doing in
the country?

Trr Conowviar, SecReTARY: They have
schools all over the place,
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Howx. R. G. BURGES: And whom do
they put in them? I say that justice is
not done to the country in this matter.
I remember speaking to an Inspector of
Schools about two years ago; I asked
him what sort of a teacher had beeu
placed in charge of a certain school;
he aaid, “Oh, quite good enough for that
place.”  Is that justice! I hope that
the Colonial Secretary, who takes a great
interest in questions affecting education,
will not make such a mistake as that.
Paragraph 25 deals with a lot of pro
posed public works. I would not oppose
them if we had money to construct them
with, or were in & position to borrow
money. [ consider we are perfectly
justified in giving an expression of
opinion now to the effect that we do not
propose to support the Government in
their proposed expenditure for these
works, unlese we see that the finances
are in a better position than they appar-
ently are.  All these goldfields railways
are, it seems, to be constructed out of
loans made for other purposes. One
is to be constructed towards Goomalling
on & cheap system. I have been over
that part lately, and I am of the opinion
that & railway would be s great advantage
to that district if it were cheaply con-
structed. My experience is that, in a
country like ¢hat, where you have
extreme drought, followed by heavy rain,
it is better to construct a cheap
railway than to build a road and have
it washed away by the storms.  With
regard to paragraph 26, which has led
to the discussion that has taken place,
I consider it is far better to express our
opinion now, so that we may show the
Government that we consider the time
i» not opportune for borrowing fresh
money. Such an expression of opinion
will make them more cautious. When
these propositions come before us sub-
sequently, we will have the power to
reject them if we choose. I would like
to draw attention to the irade of the
colony before resuming my seat. Para-
graph 28 states that the trade of the
colony for 1897 reached the sum of
£10,358,663, and that of this sum our
exports amounted to .£3,940,098, being
an increage over the preceding year of
£2,289,872. Iam sure that that must be
gratifying to every member of the House,
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and to everyone in the colony. You
may look around, and you will hardly find
an industry here that is not flourishing.
T think those hon. members, whe voted
some years ago against the construction
of the line to the Collie coalfield were
fully justified in the action they tool.
That railway ought never to have been
constructed ; but it has been constructed,
and it is a tax on the people, and it is
the duty of the Government to make the
people work their mines and carry out
the conditions of their leases. I thank
hon. members for listening to my speech.
I hope the Government will take some
nction in reference to reducing the duty
on stock, and that the Commissioner of
Crown Lands will not forget to push the
pastoral industry, not for the benefit of
the pastoralists only, but for the bensfit
of the whole of the colony.

Hox. J. E. RICHARDSON (North): 1
do not intend to say very much. I sup-
pose that we may consider that federa-
tion is hung up for the present, and T do
not think it matters very much to this
colony just now. A great deal of money
has been spent in the construction of
public works of one kind and another,
which I hope may be justified. I was very
sorry to see the report from the tick
expert to the effect that the cattle in the
East Kimberley district were badly in-
fected with tick. I hope the Government
may devise some means for bringing us
out of the difficulty, ro as to enable the
cattle from the northern districtstocome
to the southern markets. T would suggest
to the Colonial Secretary that it might be
done in this way—that the cattle might be
shipped to Garden Island and slaughtered.
The Government might appoint inspectors
to see that none left that were mot pro-
perly slaughtered. I think such precau-
tions might be taken a8 would enable the
difficulty to be overcome. At any rate,
I think that some means should be devised
to get over it. The present system means
ruination to the cattle owmers, besides
very high prices for meat. It is a matter
which deserves the most careful considera-
tion. 1 am not in favour of these railways
being made for the goldfields, and I am
specially opposed to the construction of
the railway from Norseman to Coolgardie.
If Norseman is to have a railway, I think
it should go to Esperance, which is its
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natural port, I should like to congratulate
the Hon. G. Randell on his scceptance of
the position of Colonial Secretary. Having
known him for some time, I am convinced
that everything he undertakes will be
done conscientiously, and that every
measure he brings forward will have the
most eareful consideration.

How. R. 8. Havnes: What about re-
appropriation?

Hown. J. E. RICHARDSON: I am not
in favour of it. IsaidIwasnotinfavour
of the construction of the proposed rail-
ways, and that was as much as saying I
was not in favor of reappropriation.

Tne COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell): The wish haebeen expressed
by some hon. members that I should
speak rather early in this debate, in order
that T might throw some light on the
policy of the Government. In acceding
to this wish, T desire to throw as much
light. on. the matters in question as I can.
Hon. members will remember the position
in which T am placed, having joined the
Ministry only recently, and not being in
a position to go very fully into every
matter connected with the policy of the
Government. Before I deal with the
matters contained in His Excellency’'s
Speech, I would like to express my thanks
for the kindly terms in which the hon.
members who moved and seconded the
Address-in-Reply referred to myself, as
also to the Hon. J. E. Richardson. I hope
and believe that the sentiments expressed
by them are concurred in generally by
the House. I do hope to have the cordial
sympathy and support of hon. members
in the responsible and difficult duties
which I have taken upon myself in accept-
ing office in the Forrest Ministry. Up to
the present time I have adopted a very
independent course, and have never
sought office ; but, after considering very
carefully the position offered to me, I
thought that, from my long experience
nnd deep interest in the affairs of the
colony, I might be of some use to the
Ministry. Iam notso young as some hon.
members in this Council, and may not
have the emergy which some of you pos-
sess, but I will endeavour to put all the
energy and experience which I have, and
whatever ability I may possess, into the
service of the country. I trust that I
shall meet the wishes of hon mem-
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bers on all oceasions in a right and proper
spirit. I think hon. members will expect
that from me, from the knowledge they
have had of me during my career in the
past. I regret that, at the very outset of
my career as Colonial Secretary, [ am met
with such an amendment as has been
moved and seconded in this Council. 1
quite admit that hon. members here
are  within their rights in  mov-
ing an amendment of this kind,
and in adopting it if they choose,
but I think the course is some-
what inconvenient. Itisnotacourse that
is very often adopted by Legislative
Councils. I do not know what would be
the actual results, supposing an amend-
ment of this kind were carried, and sup-
posing that such a clause were added to
the Address-in-Reply. If it had heen
moved in the other Hounse, I take it that
it would have heen accepted by the Pre
mier as one of want of confidence.

How. B. 8. Havnes: No.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
think it would. The amendment *hat
wag moved in the other House was so en-
tirely different from this that I think the
Premier was justified in refusing to accept
it as o motion of that character; but
if this had bheen moved there, I am

sure it must have been considered
as a motion of censure on the
Government. The hon. member's

amendment is to the effect that the
Council should express disapprovel of the
proposal by the Government for reappro-
priation contnined in paragraph 26 of His
Excellency’s Speech.  The hon. member
thought that such a course was contrary
to Parlimmentary procedure and practice ;
but, if he will carry his memory back, he
will find that a similar course has been
adopted from time to time in the history
of this colony, and I believe it has oc-
curred in other places also; that is to
say, reappropriating a sum of money
that wag not immediately wanted and ap-
plying it to other works.

Hox. R. S. Havnes: It has been donc
once in this colony, and many times in
New Zealand.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
am speaking from memory. I should
have thought it would have heen quite
sufficient for hon. members to have ex-
pressed in their speeches their disapprovn)
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of the proposal of the Government, es-
pecially in regard to the construction of
raitways to whbich many hon. members
have objected. It seems quite premature
to express an opinion on these matiers at
all till we get the information necessary to
enable us to judge correctly as to the
necessity, or otherwise, of constructing
further railway lines in the colony. The
Hon. H. E. Parsons said it would be better
for us to go slow. In view of the fact
that Kalgoorlie has obtained everything
it requires, it is mot surprising to find that
the hon. member is quite content so far
ag that town is concerned, to sit down and
be quiet. He reminds me of what I once
read about a hill, half way up which was
a placard inviting the traveller to sit
down and rest and be thankful. The hon.
member seems inclined to sit down and
be thankful now that the line has reached
Kalgoorlie, and that town has been put
in a position to become prosperous. Hon.
members are hardly in a position to arrive
at conclusions on these points until they
have examined the necessity for the con-
struction of these works, and it would be
difficult for any one to say that the time
has arrived for us to sit still and do
nothing. With regard to the particular
lines that have been spoken of, T shall be
glad to give some little information upon
them, and correct, in o slight degree,
some statements and figures used by the
Hon. R. 8. Haynes when he was speaking
on this subject and ecriticising very
severely many things in the administra-
tion of the Public Works Department, and
also speaking upon the amount of money
borrowed by the country in comparison
with the population.

At 6.25 p.m. the Presmverr left the
chair.

At 7.30 p.m. the PresipExT resumed
the chair.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: Turn-
ing to the question of the reappropria-
tion of maney for these proposed works, it
strikes me that if the amendment is car-
ried the Council takes up the position of
directing the nublic policy of the Govern-
ment so far as public works are con-
cerned. [Hov. R. 8. Hayxes: No] 1
take it that that position is really in-
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volved in the adoption of this amend-
ment to the Address. I should like to
point out that the Council would take that
position without full and sullicient infor-
mation which would enable them to formn
a right conclusion on the works proposed.
That information would necessarily bhe
forthcoming when the proposed works
were brought before the Houge. [t may or
may npot be judicious to reappropriate
funds from a vote already made. But
that depends on the nature of the works
and the ground for undertaking them
In this case, having a large sum of money
voted for a particular work which cannot
be executed for some considerable time, no
harm can acerue to that work by hawing
a  reappropriation of money which
may be already borrowed for that specific
purpose. It would almost seem as if,
early in the session, the Council, in adopt-
ing this amendment, had a set purpose in
view—to prevent, as it were, the con-
struction of public works, independent of
ana apart from any grounds which may
necessitate the undertaking of the works.
Apparently some hon. members have ar-
rived at the conclusion—a conclusion, let
me say, that has been arrived at
often by members since the adoption of
Responsible Government—that we have
borrowed enough. As fast as that con-
clugion has been arrived at it has
been found that the exigencies of events
have compelled hon. members who have
taken that view of the case to give
wey. [ admit that 1 myself and one or
two other members have held that view,
Bein~ very careful and cautious people,
we did not quite clearly see the way be-
fore us. But we ought to remember the
development which has taken place and

which alters the whole case. Mr. R.
5. Haynes has forgotten what has
happened since the speeches made

by the Premier and myself some time ago.
How. R. 8. Havwes: Six months ngo.
Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
outout of gold has doubled. In round
figures there has been exported £4,000,000
of gold.  There may, perhaps, have been
more, but at any rate there have been

[22 JuxE, 1898.]

four millions, or nearly four million
pounds” worth of gold exported through -

the Custom House. There arereasonable
grounds—and I have formed the
conclusion myself from reading the

|
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reports given nearly every day in
the newspapers as to fresh finds

and developments on the goldfields—
for entertaining the idea that in the course
of the next twelve months a very large
increage in the production of gold will
take place. That being the case, it must
be borne in mind that every large field
and every development is creating for pro-
ducers fresh markets, and is inducing
other people to come to these shores and
invest in lands in order to satisfy the
market thus created. Do not hon. mem-
bers think that the very fact of the
news received by persons in other parts of
the world of the present large output of
¢zold and the continued developments will
not induce them to turn their attention
to this colony? I am speaking not only
of men whe labour, but of men with capi-
tal.

Hox. R. 8. Havyes: That has not been
g0 in the last six months.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : [ think
the hon. member is wrong.  There hag
been a tendency in many places to direct
attention to Western Ausiralian ventures.
We cannot be surprised at that, when we
know the splendid developments—let me
uze that rather exagrerated term—which
are taking place in the mineral resources
of the colony. Let me ask hon, members
to pause before they pass this amendment
to the Address-in-Reply. To pass it would
be to commit the House to a step which
would not be easy to retrace, supposing
sufficient reasons were adduced for the
construction of the works in the Govern-
ment programmme. The programme is
not a very large onme. It is nothing in
comparigon with some of the programmes
in the past. There are good reasons
which have satisfied me—and T am not
ane of the speculative, venturesoms class
—that there are good grounds why these
further works should be constructed. I
am satisfied there are rood prounds why
we should follow the men who are going
out into the far country for the purpose
of extracting gold from soil or reefs.
Surely no one will say that whotever de-
velopment may take place, and whatever
may be the richness of the soil, we are not
moing to borrow any more money or make
any more railways.

Mr. R. 8. Havves: The Premier says
s0.
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Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY: That Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY .

is the position some hon. members take
wp. I trust hon. members will see that
it would be injudicious and would hamper
the Government and the progress of the
colony if it were given out to the world
that we in this colony are satisfied that
we have come to the “end of our tether,”
and that there shall be no more develop-
ments, and no more railways or public
works in the future which lies before us.
T hope hon. members have not arrived
at that comclusion. Yet their present
attitude would bear that construction,
and I hope hon. members will think of
that when giving their votes on the amend-
ment. Now I fhink T have said enough
on this wost important point in the de-
bate. Itisnot my intentionto follow hon.
members through the paragraphs of the
Speech, becanse the Speech speaks for
itself. As an outsider during the time
these works were constructed, I endorse
the views expressed by Mr. Jenkins and
Mr. McLarty when they say these works
form a magnificent record of what the
Government have done in furthering the
material interests of the colony. It must
be admitted that the Government have
been willing to recognise every applica-
tier made to them on good grounds, for
agsistance and help in all the depart-
ments of our national life and industry.
Hon. members may still trust the Gov-
ernment in this respeot. They have
trusted the Government before, though
hon. members are disposed to find fault
with the way in which some of the de-
partments have been administered. But
I believe that in these complaints there
i8 & great deal of exaggeration and a
great deal that is untrue. Explana-
tions full and satisfactory may be given
for many of these acts which hon
members—or at any rate some people, I
will not say hon. members—are tooready
to set up against the Government and
would be ready to set up against any
Government whatever. In doing this
the people are no doubt exercising their
proper right of criticiem. The search-
light of public criticism on Government
actions is undoubtedly a wholesome and
healthy thing, and all Governments are
more or less amensable to public opinion.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: They do not like
it, though.

Speaking for myself, at any rate, I am
not afraid of honest criticism. I hope hon.
members have followed me in what I have
said on the general policy which has been
enunciated by Mr. R. 8. Haynes in his
amendment. Perhaps I have convineed
some hon. members at any rate of the de-
sirability of reserving their criticism of
these public works until such time asthe
whole facts of the case are laid before
them. I now propose to make a few re-
marks in reply to the Hon. R. 8. Haynes.
1 fancy that hon. member was a little
out, both in his geography and his
firances.  He said something about
Peak Hill, which is 70 or 80 miles north
of Nannine, and which will not he af-
fected, suppose the railway be con-
structed.

Hoy, R. 8. Hayxes: My whele pro-
vince thinks differently.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY :
I think the hon. member meant Mount
Leonora and Mount Malcolm, and showed
cither ignorance of the geography of
his own Province or that he had not
looked thoroughly inte the question. He
algo said that Western Australia had bor-
rowed £13,000,000.

Hox. R. S. Havxes: £12,000,000.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY :
Tite hon. member said £13,000,000.

Hox. R. 5. Hayxgs: I wish to draw the
hen. gentleman’s attention to the fact
that I said £12,000,000. T specially
said some of this had not been already
raised ; but for the purpose of my argu-
ment we must be treated as having bor-
rowed £12,000,000.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member went on to say that that
amounted to £75 per head of popula-
tion,

Hox. R. 8. Hayxes: If the £1,000,000
were counted it would be £83 per head.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: And
the hon. member said that this places
Western Australin at the head of other
Australian colonies in this respect.

Hox. R. 8. Havngs: Taking your own
figures.

Tue COLONIAL  SECRETARY: 1
have taken the trouble to ask for the
latest information on this subject, not
only for my own satisfaction, but for
that of hon. members. The amount of
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money we have already borrowed is
£9,204,500, approximately. These figures

(22 Juws, 1898.]

|

Third day of Debate. 83

not be the case at a place which had not
some elements of permanence about it,

are within a pound or two of the real ;| or where there is not a considerable

amount,

Hox. A. B. Kipsox:
clude Treasury billa?

Tiug COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
includes Treasury bills, the purchase of
the Great Southern Railway, and every-
thing. Against that sum we have a set-
off of about £300,000, which is a sink-
ing fund. Then again we have assets,
including the Great Southern Railway,
te the amount of £1,100,000.

Hox. R. 8. Hav~yes: You borrowed
the money all the same.

THe COLONIAL SECRETARY: All
these things must be taken into con-
sideration., That gives us a debt of £54
per  head of population, reckoning a
population of 170,000. The population
is 169,000 odd, and itis near enough;
the 170,000 population is eatimated to be
here at the end of June. [ .think these
facts and figures will remove the effect of
the very alarming statement made by
Mr. R. 8. Havnes—statements serious
erough to greatly disturb our digestive
organg, at any rate.

Hox. R. S. Harxes: You will owe the
money when you complete the works.

Hon. J. W, Hackerr: And a lot more.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: In
regard to the railway to Mount Leonora,
1 have been able to pet o correct state-
ment as to the distance which will have
to be travelled either way. I find that
the distance from Fremantle to Coolgar-
die and from thence to Kalgoorlie and
Menzies is 467 miles. To carry on the
lines to Mount Leonora, calling at
Niagara, which is about equi-distant be-
tween Menzies and Mount Leonora, will
make the line another 70 miles, or a
total of 537 miles.

Hox. R. 8. Havwes:
wrong.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : These
figures are correct.

Hon. R. 8. Havxes:
distance to Menzies?

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY: It
s 467 miles from Fremantle to Menzies.
Let me here say that Mount Leonora and
Mount Malcolm are developing very

‘rapidly. The banks have already com-
menced business there, and that would

Surely that is

How far is the

! population, with a geod output and a
Does that in- |

good prospect of continuance of output of
gold. T am sure that Mount Leonora and
Mount Malcohn are going to he splendid
places for the production of gold. The
distance from Geraldton to Mount Magnet
is 215 miles, and from Mount Magnct to
Lawlers—that is the place Mr. R. 5.
Haynes wanted to speak about—--

Hox. R. 8. Havwgs: Noj; Penk Hill

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: Peak
Hill is some considerable distance north,
beyond Npnnine. The distance from
Mount Magnet to Lawlers is 200 miles,
and from lLawlers to Mount Leonora %0
mtles. 8o you see Mount Leonora and
Mount Malcolm are within 70 miles of
the roilway system connecting with the
central districts nnd the metropoliz. The
other way we should have to go up 200
miles from Mount Magnet to Lawlers, and
then another 90 miles down to Mount
Leonora. It will be seen there is nct
much in the actual distance, when you re-
member the magnificent port at Fre
mantle, where all the trade and com-
merce of the colony will concentrate. As
it used to be said that “all ronds lead to
Rome,” or, as now, to London, so it will
be said in this colony that all roads lead
to Perth. Hon. members may talk about
centralisation, but people alwaye do gravi
tate where lie the life and energy of the
colony.

Hox. F. T. Crowbkr: And the smells,

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY:Ima
have a little to say on the subject sug
gested, when the Estimates are before the
House. What I have said may remove
some misapprehension in the minds of
hon. members asg to the distance which
has to be traversed, and as to the great
advantage of continuing the line which
has reached the mines on towards thos.
other great gold producing districts. I
may incidentally remark here, for the
benefit of Mr. Burges, that this railway
wiil bring communication much nenrer to
the stock-producing country in the North,
aud provide-a better market than at pre-
sent for the cattle and sheep there raised.
I, and all hon members, sympathise deeply
with what Mr. Burges has said as to the
support and help which should be aec-
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corded to the producers in the North and
North-West.  We all admit the people
there have passed through deep tribula-
tion in consequence of bad seasons, and
they have a right to expect at our hands
all the aid that can possibly be given.

Hon. R. G. Buraes: The Government
du not give them anything.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
think the Governor's Speech shows the
wants of the people there have to a large
extent been attended to, and that there
is a desire on the part of the Government
to give them as much as can be given to
them. The Government cannot make
rains. I suppose the hon. member will
admit that.

Hox. R. G. Beraes: No; but the Gov-
ernment can give them water.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY: I he-
lieve it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to bore for artesian water in those
districts ; and from what I have read of
the country, the bores will probably be

successful. T never expected the bore
at  Coolgardie would be successful,
and was wnot disappointed at the

result of the operations there. Deal-
ing now with the railway which the
Government propose to construct from
Norseman to Coolgardie, I would point
out that the population in the Central
districts is 170,000 ; but if you take the
population of Perth, Fremantle, the
Southern and Northern districts, and the
population of Ceolgardie, Kalgoorlie, and
the Boulder, etc., you will have 130,000
out of the 170,000. Are not the interests
of this large population to be considered
in o work of this kind? T dare say, as
the Hon. J. E. Richardson pointed out,
that, looking at the map, it seems natural
to start from Esperance, if you want (o
go to Norseman, but at Esperance there
is nothing beyond a township. It is true
that the Government have spent £60,000
or £70,000 there in the provision of a
Customs-house and jetties.

Hox. R. G. Burees: Haven't they laid
out any agricultural area there?

Tre COLONTAL SECRETARY: Ko
agricultural areas can be laid out in the
Egperance district.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: There are three
small ones, the largest of which iz 10,009
acres.

(COUNCIL.]
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Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: What
will it produce?

Hox. R. 8. Harnes:
know that.

Hox. J. W. Hacrerr: It is all taken up.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY : Look-
ing at it from the most favourgble point
of view, we 1nay say, as far as Esperance
is concerned, that no very great develop-
ments can take place there. Between
Esperance and Norseman there is no auri-
ferous country, or anything that would
justify the construction of s railway
between  those two  places.  Sup-
posing it was decided by Parliament
that a line shouid go from Espernnce fo
Norsemiamn, it would bhe entirely
separated from the railway system of
thz colony, A separate establishment
would have to he kept up at very con-
siderable expense, and, so far as I have
been able to ascertain, nothing would
justify its construction, and we must
bear in mind that such a line would be
opening the door to another colony. 1
think that iz a very serious matter for
consideration. We should be cuttingr
oft that part of the colony from its
present source of supply in our agricul-
tural districts.

Hox. R. S. Havxes: Under federation
it would all be free.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : In
that memorable letter of his the other
day the hon. member killed federation.

Hon. J. W. Hacrerr: You have quite
pleaged him.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY: On
the other hand, if you take the line from
Coolgardie to Norseman, admitting that
Norseman has proved its right to be con-
sidered in this matter and to be provided
with a railway—I am not saying whether
it has or not—it gseems to me that there
is everything to be said in favour of the
course proposed by the Government. The
line ¢ould Dbe constructed cheaper
between Coolgardie and Norseman than
between Norseman and Esperance, and
there is auriferous country along the
whole distance; that is a very important
feature in the case for the consideration
of hon. members. T believe we shall
satisfy Norseman if we do not satisfy
Esperance, and there are 1,300 people in
the former and only 700 in the latter, and
are ropidly leaving Esperance.

You ought fn
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There is every reason to believe also
that considerable development will. take
place round about Norseman. [ think
I have said enough on ‘these matters in
reply to the argument about centralisa-
tion. We must have centralisation
more or less.
centralization should not help the outlying
districts, because, if we get a large popu-
lation in the outlying districts, it will be
an encouragement to the producers and
wanufacturers round about, and to those
who live at great distances from the
centre. The hon. member (Hon. H. G.
Parsons) criticised rather severely the
construction of the line from Coolgardie
to Menzies, and be drew special atten-
tion to the costly nature of the buildings
erected on that line. I have ascertained
that the buildings there are of a substan-
tial character, and that the cost to the
country of these substantial stope build-
‘ngs, over and above what would have
been. the ecost of wooden Dbuild-
ings, is only £19. You have to set over
and against that a sum of £40 that would
lave to be expended every two years
in painting and taking care of wooden
houses, and that at the end of a century
you would probably have the stone build-
ings remaining. I think that, in this
irstance, a wise econowy has been exer-
cised in erecting these buildings of stone
mstead of wood. The cost is put down
at £39,000. The sum of £3,000 was
slso expended on an engine and water
tanks, which doee not properly belong to
the consiruction of the buildings. The
total amount expended amounted to
£42,251. These figures are from official
sources and are reliable. I would like
to refer to some objections that have
been taken, and some of the queations
that have been raised. First of all the
Mint plans were spoken of by one hon.
member, who asked how it was that those
plans had been altered. I believe this
colony is not responsible for the altera-
tion. I did not anticipate the question
ariging, and I am not prepared with any
official information, but the capacity of
the Mint had to be enlarzed. The plans
were sent from England at the very be-
ginning, and the Mint authorities in Eng-
land, or at any rate the gentleman who
came here from England to look after the
Mint, is responsible for the size of the

There is no reason why |
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buiiding, and possibly for the delay which
has taken place in comsequence ; mo un-
necessary delay, I believe, has occurred.
I am inelined to differ from the view of
the hon. member who said the Mint was
a “white elephant.” Although it will not
perbaps pay, there are many ways in
which it will be of great service to the
colony. Some of these ways have been
pointed out by the right hon. the
Premier. The Obsgervatory is an institu-
tion which we, as a progressive people,
should have in our midst. I believe that
very useful information will be afforded
by the establishment of such an institu-
tion here. Every country which has as
pirations in the way of civilisation and
progress should have one. I believe
that all the other colonies have
observatories, and that in Tasmanis
there is one. I believe that they will be
jurtified in the future, aud that, when
this. present generation has passed away,
it will have the approval of the succeed-
mg generation for it wise forethought,
ane! for ite desire to see the colony pro-
gress in this respect. A regret fell from
the Hon. E. McLarty, which I share to
some extent. The Hon. C. E. Dempster
also expressed a regret that a survey had
not been undertaken for a line from
Bridgetown to Albany. These lines do
nnt stand on exactly the same footing as
the lines to large gold-producing centres,
The population is smaller, and the trade
likely to accrue and the financial result
to the colony likely to follow are not so
apparent, pnd will not at once be so pro-
ductive,

Hox. R. S. Haynes: What are the re-
turns from Mount Leonoral

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: 3 000
ounces a month. The hon. memher ex-
pecte me to be a bundle of information.

Hon. R. S. Harwes: You said vou
would give us all the information you
could.

Tpe COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
hardly to be expected, from the short
time I have been in the Ministry and
from the number of departments that
have been placed under my conirol, that
I should be able to answer every ques-
tion that could be put to me. I would
like to have seen the Ministry recom-
mend the construction of the Pinjarrah
to Marradong railway. If the hon. mem-
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ber can get the owners of propertv there
to  bring forward some aceceptable
scheme, the Government will carefully
vonsider it, I do not make any promise,
but 1 believe there will be a disposition
to favourably and carefully consider any
proposal that may be made from that
quarter. It behoves me fo say very
little about the tariff. I do not think hon.
members need fear there will be any
grent disturbance in this direction. I
am saying this entirely on my own re-
sponsibility as a member of this House,
and not as a member of the Government,
but I do not think the House need fear
any serious disturbance, especially any
that might prove injurious to the pro-
ducers of the colony., With reference to
the remarks made on education, I can
agsure hon. members that any applica-
tion for the establishment of schools in
the vountry districts will receive ny
careful consideration. But some country
schools cost from £12 to £15 per head
to educate the children, and we cvannot
afford to extend our system of education
at such heavy cost as that. I am bring-
ing some pressure to bear to induce
parents to send their children to school,
50 that there may be at any rate the
regulation number of twelve in average
attendance. In some country districts
the number of children attending school
has fullen below the average required. So
unwilling mmn I that children should miss
the advantages of education that I would
sooner strain a point in order that these
sdvantages might be provided. There
are regulations providing for full-time
schools and for other kinds of schools,
but the population in some of these
country districts is so sparse and the
families are so far away that it is difli-
cult to meet their requirements.

Hox. J. W, Hackerr: Is an attend-
ance of twelve sufficient to constitute a
full-time school ? .

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY: Un-
less there are 20 children in a district
sufficient to ensure an averaze atteud-
ance of 12, a full-time school cannot be
established. An average attendance of
twelve children is sufficient to keep a
school open, but it is necessary that
there should be 20 in the district when
the application is first made. Hig Excel-

lency’s Speech informs us that the | my fellow-members
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| revenue has not reached the anticipa-
tions of the Government. I do not think
anyone can put his finger on the reason
or the ressons, because I believe there
are more than one, why the revenue has
not reached the mumount anticipated by
the Government when the Financial
Statement was made last year; but I
believe the revenue is keeping up well
It is not going .ack, but rather in-
creasing.  There are some reasons for
the belief that the revenue will again
gradually increase, although not, per-
haps, by leaps nnd ULounds, as it did
years ago. I have now dealt with most
of the topics referred to by hon. mem-
bers in their speeches. It is not my in-
tention to go into the various questions
raised by the Speech. I will only refer
to one other matter, to which the Hon.
E. McLarty tock exception, and that is
the increase in the tariff on the railways,
I think the hon. gentleman who ad-
winisters that department has made out
an exceedingly good case, and I shall
have pleasure in placing on the table te-
night in a handy form his statensent of the
cage, from which it will be seen that, with
the exception of two or three lines in South
Australia, the lines in this colony have
lower tariffs than all the others. This
was hardly to be expected in view of the
fact that we have longer distances to
travel and that there is very little back
loading, in addition to other drawbacks
which interfere with the profitable work-
ing of the lines. Over and above this I
am informed that it cost the depart-
ment last year £110,000 for water on
account of the long dry season. It will
be easily seen from that how the revenue
would be lowered and the working ex-
penses increased. Thanking hon. mem-
bers for the kind way in which they have
referred to me and for the prowmise
which they have made to give me their
cordial support, and thanking them
further for listening so patiently to my
sonewhat disjointed remarks, I do
sincerely and earnestly commend to
them the desirability of not passing the
amendment moved by the Hom. R. S.
Haynes.

Hov. 8. J. HAYNES (South-East):
| Before saying a few words on His Ex-
| cellency’s Speech, I desire to join with
in congratulating
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the Hon. G. Randell on his accession to
the Ministry, and on his acceptance of
the position of leader of this House.
From what I konow of him I am pretty
sure that he will treat this House with
every courtesy, and I hope that every
wmember in this House will do his best
to assist him in what must be his very
arduous duties. In addressing myself
to His Excellency’s Speech, I desire that
wy remarks should be as brief as pos-
sible, innsmuch ag some of the previous
speakers have touched on matters with
which T am in accord, and if T were to
say the same thing over again I should
only be repeating remarks that have
already been made. I think the country
and the House are to be congratulated
that federation is postponed for the pre-
senl. It seewed to me when the ques-
tion was mooted and our delegates were
gent for, and I expressed my opinion at
the time, that so far as the colonies
generally were concerned federation was
rather premature, and especially so for
this colony. Subsequent events have,
1 think, shown that it was premature so
far as the other colonies were concerned.
At any rate, the mother colony has not
joined in the scheme. I think that the
Convention did very great service to
Augtralin. The ablest minds in the
volonies took part in it, and a veluable
amount of educational work was done.
The number of those, whether in this
colony ar in the other colonies, who really
understood the subject as thoroughiy as
it should be understood before adopting
federation was few. Those who at-
tended the Convention had the advan-
tage of hearing Messrs. Barton and
Wise, and the other authorities on the
subject, as well as the Premiers of the
different colonies, discuss the question ;
but n large number of the volonists here
—I am speaking of those with whom I
have come in contact—have not had the
time or the opportunity to consider this
(uestion as much as they should do bLe
{orc coming to a final decision. But I
do think that the speeches made at the
Convention and elsewhere and the able
letters in our newspapers have been a
oveat educator, and when the matter
comes forward on another occasion I
think the question will be more advanced.
So far as this colony is concerned, we
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could not afford to join the movement at
present. I was confirmed in this opinion
by the report of the Finance Committee.
who were in nowise interested in this
colony, but who said they could not see
how this velony could join under its pre:
sent circumstances. Like others I sym-
pathise with the movement for union be-
tween the colonies, but I think senti-
ment must give way to business, and we
must consider the situation thoroughly
Lefore we join a union we cannot afford.
I trust the time will come when we can
jorn with honour to ourselves und at
reasonable cost. I see from paragraph
4 that the Mint is nearly completed. In
conjunction with other members 1
loocked upon the Mint as unnecessary,
and condemned it as a “white elephant.”
ft proved such in Victoria, where so
much money was lost over it that they
will never make it up. I doubt if it wil
aver pay in this colony. I am afraid it
will only be a big advertisement. Of
course it has certain advantages, and
will e¢nable us to keep better statistics
and know the amount of our gold out-
put, but we are paying too much for
these advantages. I think the money
cculd bhave been better spent in con
gbructing railways and other much-
needed public works. That great scheme
referred to in paragraph 4 of His Excel-
lency’s Speech, which passed so indif-
ferently in another House, and was
fought here by a small minority, has, 1
notice, been conumenced. When the
tcheme was brought forward in this
House the minority had very decided
views on the question, and considered
that the plans and specifications laid be-
fore the House were unsatisfactory, and
that no business man would embark in
such a gigantic enterprise on such data
ns were supplied. That scheme I con-
sidered last session, and I still consider,
to be too gigantic for & colony with so
small o population. I doubt if the
colony is so prosperous as we could
wish. One of the factors in the depres-
gion which I think does exist ig the
Ccolgardie water scheme.

Hox. J, W. Haceerr: How do you
make that out?

Hox. S. J. HAYNES : In this manner:
The British public, who are our bankers
practically, seeing how small is our popu-
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lation in proportionto our territory, con-
gider—and naturally so, I think—that the
scheme is too gigantic for our resources.
The result will be that we shall have con-
siderable difficulty in floating loans to
carry it on. This will have the effect of
retarding our progress in other ways and
will prevent our borrowing for purposes
which are, I de not say more useful than
the Coolgardie water scheme, but at any
rate more within our means. The schewe
is & novel one in many respects, the civi-
lised world showing none like it at the
present time.

Ho~x. J. W. Hackerr: There is the
encrmous scheme of the American Oil
Compuny.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: There may be
that exception, but in America there are
different climate and circumstances. At
any rate there are difficuities here which
are certainly novel. Tt has been sug-
gested that it is very doubtful indeed
whether there is sufficient rainfall to sup-
ply the water necessary for the scheme,
I have seen no information on the sub-
ject, and do not know whether details on
tltis point have been obtained; in all
probability they have,

Hown. J. W. Hacgerr: Information was
obtained last year, and it was found the
rainfall was sufficient.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: It is a difficult
matter to asecertain such information.
The statistics as regards rainfall and
water supply have not been too reliable
in the past. Doubts have been cast as
to whether there is sufficient rainfall for
the supply of this gigantic scheme.

Hox. R. G. Buroes: It is 44 inches.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: The statistics
way not be reliable, and I am only telling
hon. members what | have heard.  No
doubt we are tied to this scheme, having
authorised a loan for the purpose. If the
scheme could be carried out by private
enterprise, leaving private enterprige to
take the risk, it would Le better for the
volony.

Hox. R. G. Buroes: It would be an-
other Midland Railway and nnother Perth
Water Works affair.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: It is unfair to

talk about the Midland or the Great
Southern Railways.
Hox. R. G. Bumrems: There is the

matter of the Perth Water Works,
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Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: You are on the
spot and know aboué the water works.
I believe it was a very unsatisfactory
affair.

Hox. R. §. Havxes: It was not a Gov-
ernment undertaking at any time.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: It was a privaie
concern. I do nmot know much about the
matter, but I belicve the water works
could have been secured on reasonable
terms from the owner at one time.

Hox, R. 8. Havxes: At £120,000.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: But owing to the
agreement a large price had to be paid
On this [ cannot speak with any degree
ol assurance.

Hox. J. W. Hacgerr: Would you cfier
the Coolgnrdie water scheme to oven ten-
der or to one individual?

Mox., 8. J. Haywes:
which.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr : I'mean would you
lewve it to open tender or to the oneindi-
vidual who is now offering?

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES : I say I bulieve thal
the schenie should be carrvied out by pri-
vate enterprise.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: By that do you
mean open tender?

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: 1 do not care
which. I would prefer open tender in
order to get the work done as cheaply ns
possible, guarding the colony by deposits
or guarantees on the part of the con-
tractor. My meaning is that the Govern-
nment should not carry out the work at
all. It is o scheme that private people
could carry out.

Hox. R. 8. Hayxgs:
benefit.

Hox. J. W. Hacgerr: Could it be car-
ried out by private enterprise?

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: 1 think so: and
then the work would not be » burden on
the public debt. The Midland nnd Great
Southern Railways have been mentioned.
But the ense would not be the same
regard to the water scheme. The railways
were both built on the land-grant system :
and the land-grant system has been o dis-
mal failure and a loss to the country.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: It has been so
everywhere.

Hox. S.J. HAYNES: It has been a
failure everywhere. But if those railways
had been built on the same terms as are

I do not care

For their own

t proposed for the water scheme—that is,
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giving sufficient land for the railways, sta-
tions, and g0 on—it would have been a
success, and the work would have been
carried out a great deal more cheaply than
by the Government. Works carried out
by the Guvermmnent cost fully twice as
much as those carried out by private en-
terprise.

Hox. R. G. Burees: What about the
Fremantle harbour works?

Hox. S, J. HAYNES: I hope the Fre-
mantle barbour works will be n success.
I should not like to see thew a loss to the
colony. But I look on these works as too
costly, and doubt very much whether they
will prove a succees. It is believed by
some that the P. and O. and Orient
stemmere will moke Fremantle a port of
call. I do wot think that I, or any one
present, will see that day. Businessought
not to be taken from one side of the
colony to another. I do not wish to speak
in any parochial sense ; but I contend that
such works should lLe carried out in a
national manner.
should not be robbed for another. The
people 1n my district are in no way jealous
of Fremantle, nor do they object te any

ment of that port. DBut, speaking, not as
representing the district, but as n member

One part of the colony
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of this House, I think the expenditure at !

Fremantle is beyond the requirements of
the colony. I doubt whether the expendi-

ture will carry out what is desired, namely, -

the accomnnodation of ocean-going vessels
like the steamers of the P. and O. and
QOrient lines, But I should be very sorvry
to see the Fremantle harbour a non-suc-
cess, seeing that would mean very serious
loss to the colony. The harbour will give
safe berthing accommodation for inter-
colonial gteamers of large tonnage, and
wiil ultimately give facilities for some of
the steamers to come right up to Perth.
A Genunn steamer may occasionally call
at the port, but the British mail steamers
will never be induced to berth there,
Paragraphs 6 and 7 of the Governor’s
Speech are, no doubt, a record of a large
number of important works; and I hope
those works will tend to the prosperity of
the colony. But, speaking from what I
have read in the newspapers and from
what I have observed myself, a large num-
ber of the works are carried out too ex-
penaively. The Government of the day
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ghould certainly endeavour te curb those
extravagances in the future, I refer par-
ticularly to the Public Works and the
Rajlways Departments. I am voicing the
opinion I hear on all hands that great
waste and extravagance are shown in
thoge departments.

Hox, W, T. Lorox : Rumours.

Hox. 8, J. HAYNES: I scarcely think
they are merely rumours. At any rate,
if they are rumours they are very general
in the ¢olony, No doubt difficulties are
experienced in performing the numerous
and arduous duties in those depart-
ments; but I hope the Government will
do their level best to see that public
werks are carried out less expensively, and
more on business lines than in the past.
Attention has been drawn to the very ex-
pensive station-houses and other struc
turea on the goldfields and other lines.
I capnot say the buildings are particularly
expengive on the Great Southern line;

i but these were built by private enterprise,

and therefore on a more business footing.
We hear from Mr. Parsons, a representa-
tive of the goldfields, who lives at Kal-
goorlie and travels that line continually,

reasonable expenditure on the improve- . that the buildings on the line to that

place are too expensive. Mr. Parsons
honestly tells us that, and we could have
no better evidence of extravagant expen-
diture,

Hoy. J. W. Hackerr: Mr, Parcons says
he prefers hessian buildings.

Hox. 8. J, HAYNES: T did not hear
Mr. Parsons say that. At any rate, if
Mr. Parsons snid he preferred hessian,
he no doubt did so from some good motive.
Mr. Pargons said that the Wardens had
to be satisfied with hessian houses.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: Does he live in
a hessian house himself?

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: I do not know,
I have not had the pleasure of calling
upon him.

Hox. R. 8. Harxes:
in o stone-faced house.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: In paragraph &
provision ig inde for numerous reservoirs,
wells, and dams, in and about the Cool-
gardie goldfields. It has been stated
that some of these are not faithfully built.
No doubt there has been very lavish ex-
penditure on some of these works, but I
think they will greatly tend to the pro-
sperity of the colony. They may have

He does not live
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to be patched up from time to time, but
they will be the means of affording a big
water gsupply. I listened with very great
respect to Mr. Burges, when he was speak-
ing of the interests of pastoralists in the
North. I have never been there, but I
feel convinced from statements put be-
fore the House, that the requirements of
thoge engaged in pastoral pursuits in the
North have not had the consideration
which they perbaps deserve. I trust that
more attention may be paid to their re-
quirements in the future. The pastoral
industry ia a very great one indeed. Pas-
toralists have pone through exceedingly
bad times, and have hnd to fight an up-
hill game for some years past. The pre-
gent season promises to Le better, and I
hope they may be more fortunate. It
iz satisfactory to know that the great
mineral industry of the country has made
such strides. The gold returns must be
pleasing to everybody, and T hope these
returns will go on inmcreasing. It is
gatisfactory te learn from the (Governor's
Speech and from what can be gleaned
elsewhere, that agriculture is nlso making
gratifying progress. The timber indus-
try is also 1o o satiefactory atate, and
wust ultimately be one of the great bul-
warks of the colony. In passing, I may
say that T and ne doubt other members
were exceedingly pleased with-the reason-
alle speech of Mr. Parsons, and with the
wishes he expressed that agriculture and
the gold industry should practicslly run

tegether.

Hox. C. A. Piessg: That was not Mr.
Pargons.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: Mr. Jenkins

mentioned the matter as well. But it
was gratifying to find the reasonable man-
ner in which Mr. Parsons epoke. We have
been accustonmed to hear at times—juer-
haps not in this House—most unreason-
able demands made on behalf of the gold-
fields. Parliament has supported the
wants of the goldfields te a very liberal
extent. T do not kpnow any place where
they would be treated so liberally. I no-
tice a Bill will be brought in, in pursu-
ance of a promise, to amend the tariff. I
hope the tariff will not be much interferad
with for the present, because we desire to
make ends meet. I agree, though I do not
know how the proposal will be carried
out, that preference should be piven to
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manufactured in the mother
country. I have always thought it
strange that a preference of this
sort should not be made. Foreigners
prefer to deal in their own poods, and
put embarpoes on our goods, but we
deal with the whole of the world.
We ought, at any rate, to protect the
mother country, and I trust some legisla-
ticn will be devised to give the proposal
reasonable effect. Various proposals are
contained in paragraph 24, and amongat
these I see a Bill dealing with the gold-
fields. I hope the Bill put before us will
be thoroughly and well drawn, and pro-
vide for all the reasonable exigencies of
the goldfields. But whatever is done, 1
trust that, while having proper and
liberal regard to the alluvial miner, there
will be be no dual title. There ought to
be a clear and untrammelled title for the
ieaseholder, because a dual title only
causes trouble and agitation. If lease-
holderg® titles are not regarded as
elear and genuine, it will interfere very
much with the influx of capital to the
colony. There are Bille promised deal-
ing with other important matters, but I
think that mosé hon. members would
rather there were a few properly con-
sidered Bilis than a plethora of measures
which, after passing, have to be continu-
ally tinkered with and altered. If this
segsion we get a satisfactory Bill dealing
with the goldfields, and o satis
factory Bill dealing with the adminis-
tration of Crown lands, 1 shall
be -perfectly satisfied. Much beyond
that would be what I might term fancy
legislation which only gives rise to
trouble. Our present Crown lands legia-
intion is contained in a great number of
Acts and Regulations which it is very
difficult for a professional man, much less
n layman, to really understand. I have
listened very carefully to what the Colo-
nial Secretary has said in regard to the
railways. No doubt he has made out a
zood case for some of these lines, but it
is a question whether we can afford
further railways at the present time. It
would be a prave error to build tha
railway from Coolgardie to Norseman.
As o matter of justice, fair play, and right,
nnd in the best interests of the colony,
a railway ought to be built from the port
of Esperance to Norseman. Ii the line

zoods
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be built from Coolgardie, it will practi- 1

cally make a cemetery of Esperance. On
the other hand, if a railway were built
fromn the coast it would make Esperance
a thriving seaport and tend alse to pre-
vent that centralization which is the
curse of this celony. It has been said
that the land round about Esperance is
poor. No doubt a large amount is pour,
but Esperance is the natural port of
supply for the Norseman and Dundas
geldfields. It has also been said that
there are no minerals between Norseman
and Egperance ; I scarcely think that. I
ant sure there is auriferous land south of
Norgemun, though [ do not esy that auri-
ferous country goes very far south.

Hox. J. W. Hackerr: There is no
auriferous country south of Dundas.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: [ have travelled
through the land, and, rightly or wrongly,
[ thought the country looked auriferous.
The country has not been prospected, and
the conditions of mining are so extraor-
dinary that it is difficult to know where
gold may be found. At any rate, so
far as Esperance is concerned, it natur-
ally looks to the Norseman for its future.
What have the Government done! They
propose o railway from Coolgardie to the
Norgeman to take goods 500 miles round
instead of by a direct route of 120 miles.
The proposal of the Government simply
centralises everything in Perth and Fre-
mantle, and there is no doubt the Perth
nnd Fremnntle people like that. But we
have before us the example of the con-
gested towns in the other colonies, and
the results.

Tue CoLoxisL SecRETARY: But if the
railway went from Esperance and you
wanted to go from Perth to Norseman,
yvou would have to go by way of Esper-
ance.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: I grant it ig a
long way round that way, but it will be
some years before Perth can supply what
Nerseman requires. There is a Custoncs
House at Esperance, and the revenue
would come through that source, benefit-
ing Esperance and making it acentre.
Ii the line were built from Esperance to
Norseman, it would remove the congest=d
state of the railway lines at the Perth
and Fremantle ends which hag been com-
plained of. :
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Tue CoLONIAL SECRETARY: Are we to
build a line to keep Esperance alive?

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES: No: but it
would be only justice to Esperance to
build a line when the people there have
been led to believe that they would have
the trade from the goldfields. A railway
from Esperance to Norseman would be a
thousand times more justifiable than was
the railway to Southern Cross when it
was built. The Esperance line is thor-
oughly justified so far as population is
concerned. One very satisfactory thing
I nute in the Governor's Speech. We are
often told by colonists from the other
side that there is no good land in the
colony.  An inspection between Bridge-
town and Albany has shown an area of
very good timber country and so on; and
it is very satisfuctory to know that that
land exists in one of the most genial parts
of the colony. I have considered the
amendment moved by Mr. Haynes and I
am in accord with it. The principle of
reappropriating money in the way sug-
gested is bad. 1 am not one who would
tell the Government to actuaily stand
still. But it has been pointed out by
Mr. Haynes that the colony is indebted
to the amount of about twelve millions.
The Colonial Secretary says that these
figures are hardly correct, and that the
amount is 9} millions, including the in-
debtedness caused by the Great Southern
Roilway. I am not surprised at Mr.
Haynes being out about two millien odd.
It is impossible to get at the real figures,
with which we are not supplied, and 1
doubt the correctness of the figures com-
ing from the Government. When in-
quiries are made where it might
be expected the information would be
obininable you cannot get it, and are
told that there is no data for it
I doubt whether these fizures are correct.
We ought not to resort to reappropriat-
ing public moneys as suggested in His
Excellency’s Speech. 1 understand there
will be a serious deficit in the receipts of
this colony. We shall know better when
we hear the budget speech for the year
ending June 30th. I am heartily in
accord with the amendment proposed by
the Hon. R. 8. Haynes, and seconded by
the Hon. H. G. Parsons. I take it that
that nmendment has been tabled with the
best of motives in the interest of this
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colony, and also as a protest against undue | all occasions—if there are any such—to

borrowing. It has been said by the
Colonial Secretary that this is not an
opportune time to add the proposed para-

graph to the Address-in-Reply, but that |

we should wait until the works come

before us and challenge them then. [ .

say it is far better to challenge them now,
and to record our opinicn that we do not

coneider it advisable that any further bor- -

rowing should be undertaken while the
colony is in its present position, and that
the principle of reappropriating moneys
is to be condemned. It is proposed to
take these moneys from loans that have
been raised in the English market for a
specific purpose, and which we are bound
in honour to spend for the purpose speci-
fied. T do not say that these moneys
will not be spent for that purpose, but, in
order to recoup the money thus reappro-
pristed and spent on other works, we
shall have to rely on another loan, and,
in the state of our finances, there seems
to be a difficulty in floating loans at the
present time. Recently we had to go to
the A.M.P. Society for half a million.
This is not altogether satisfactory. We
are pretty well bound to ask for a fresh
loan if we spend the money we have bor
rowed for some other purpose than that
for which it was obtained. I enter a
protest against this continued borrewing,
and shall support the amendnient.

Hox. W. T. LOTON (Central): As the
junior member of this House, I do not
propose to say a very great deal on this
occasion.  Before addressing the few re-
marks I intend to make, I desire to join
with thase hon. members who have
nlready tendered their congratulations
to the leader of the House. I believe
that the hon. the Colonial Secretary has
the respect of everybody in this House.
At this early stage of the proceedings 1
may say that the position I intend to take
up in this House is that of an indepen-
dent member. I do not propose to be a
supporter of the Government, neither do
Iintend to be nnOppositionist. Iintend
£0 far as my judgment, knowledge, and
ability go, to use that judgment, know-
ledze, and ability in the direction of sound
legislation. I shall be prepared to sup-
port such legislation whether it emanates
from the Government or from hon. mem-
bers who may feel themnselves inclined on

go against the Government. I desire

. that this colony and the people that re

side in it shall advance, not only finan-
cially, but in all the highest interests in
which it is passible for them to advance,
and | hepe we shall all do our utmost to
further legisiation in that direction. His
Excellency’s Speech has been criticised by
some hon, members as too long. There
is no doubt it containg a resumé of a lot
of works that have been carried out dur-
ing the past year, and some of the infor-
mation contained in the Speech—having
becn out of political life for a short time—
is new to me. Personally, I think it ia
well that we should have brought before
us on occasions of this kind—at the
opening of sessions—an account of the
progress that has been made, or that has
heen attempted to be wade, by the Gov-
crnment in the various directions in
which they have Leen authorized to pro-
ceed during the previous session.. The
subject of federation has been touched
upon by several hon. members, and
strong opinions have been expressed both
for and against it. I hardly think it is
necesgary to allude to the question on the
present occagion, inasmuch as the mother
colony has vetoed anv federation taking
place for some time to come. My views
ou the question nre perhaps te a certain
evtent known. I think, however, it is
fortunate—very fortunate—for thig col-
ony that New South Wales has voted
ngninst federation. It has saved us a
considerable amount of trouble and agita-
tion, and I do not know what the result
would have been if the electors had heen
called upon to vote on the question. 1t
would have been a very serious matter for
all of us.

Hox., R. G. Buroes: Too serious.

Hox, W. T. LOTON: I do not think
that federation, even at the present time.
would kill every industry except the guld
industry, as has been nileged, but I do
think we are not prepared for federation
just yet. I have eaid it befors, end 1
sy it again, that we cannot afford federa-
tion at present Our financial position
would be affected very considerably
through the tariff. We should not ob-
tain, under the Commonwealth Bill, any-
thing like the amount that is collected
through the customs from .our intercolo-
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nial trade at the present time, but we
should be hit in another direction. We
have a very large free list, and anyone
who has considered the question of federn-
tion, and the policy that i likely to
follow on federation, will know that it
will result ns a matter of course in free
trade between the colonies, and a protec-
tive tariff against the outside world.
Where should we come in with our free
imports of machinery for the goldfields
and for the agricultural districts? They
would all be taxed. We are not prepared
to manufncture this machinery. and we
are not prepared to pay the extra price
for the colonial products. I do not pro-
pose to go any further into the question
of federation, except to sav this: T he-
lieve it is well that the question has heen
staved off for a time, even for the other
colonies. I de not think Australia is in
guch an advanced position as to be able
to federate and to rely to a very preat
extent on her own resources nnd manu-
factures. What are we after all? A
population under five millions, less even
than the population of the City of Lon-
don; and te talk of putting a protective
tariff on goods manufactured by the out-
gide world is mltogether directly against
our own interests. We want to grow o
little stronger yet, and in a few years i
believe all the colonies will have advanced
sufficiently to be able to join in federa-
tion. The policy of New South Wales is
practically free trade. No doubt the peo-
ple in that colony have seen—and this, 1
believe, is one of the great reasoms nol
only why the requisite number of votes
was not polled in that colony, but also
why so large a number of people polled
against federation—that in voting for
federation they would be voting to pay
very high duties through the Customs,
and that, under federatiom, they would
have to bear a much heavier burden of
taxation than they do at presemt. That
has been one of the great factors in the
vote which took place in New South
Wales on this question. 1 notice
with very great satisfaction that,
although we are the amallest colony
in population and the largest in ares,
and the youngest from a gold-producing
point of view, we head the gold statistics
of the colonies. That is a very proud
position to attain. The gold industry
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has been a great factor in the advance-
ment of Western Australin.  But we

. cannot very well do too much te encour-

age this gold-producing indusiry, and
connection with it all the other industries.
It gives us a marker on our own shores,
thé best market we can have, because it
is the market of the least expense to
the producers. Ouwr auriferous country
is 80 situated that gold is about the only
thing that is produced there. Every-
thing that human life needs for its sus-
tenance and support has to be supplied
from the coast lands; therefore we can
gee thnt the larger the population on the
const lande the Dbetter for the colony.
Everyone must rejoice at the splendid
advance we are making in this direction.
I notice it is proposed te deal with the
tariff during the present session. I do
not propose to go into this question at
the present time either in detail or in
ony other way, because we shall have an
opportunity at some future time of re-
viewing what is done in another place,
and although we shall be unable to
make. any amendments to the Tariff
Bill, there are other ways by which we
can nlways bring our influence and know-
ledge to bear on it s¢ as to produce some
affect.

Hox. R. 8. Havnes: We
suggestions,

Hox. W. T. LOTON: T knox we can
suggeat, but not amend.

A MeMper: It is the same.

Hox. W. T, LOTON: Oh no, it is not
the same, as the hon. member would
have found out if he had heard the
question discussed at the Convention,
and he could have found even here that
suggestion does not mean amendment.
If there were any real, honest and deter-
mined desire on the part of the states-
men of the other colonies to forward
federation and to forward reciprocity
with the old country, one of the steps in
this direction would be a unification of
the tariff in Australia between the colo-
nies themselves. The difficulty is
finance. That is what debars us from
federating. If there were a uniform
tariff between the colonies, each paying
the same duty on the same class of
goods, it would give a basis for forming
a system of free trade between the colo-
nies, whereas under the present system

can mnke
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it is almost impossible even for the best
statisticians to form an estimate as to
what the vesult of such a policy would
be. When federation is brought about
T hope it will be a complete federation
of all the Australinn colonies, nnd not a
federation in which only three or Ilour
colonies will take part. A part of the
Government policy mentioned in His Ex-
vellency’s Speech is reciprocity with the
mother couniry; but if we are to have
reciprocity with England alone, what
about our American cousins and the
goods we get from the United States?
Are we going to attempt to block our
trade with Americal

Hox. R. 8. Havxes:
ours!?

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Such a course
would at once cause retaliation. Lhereis
no doubt about that. Australia is a big
country with noble ideas, but with a very
small pepulation, and we cannot do much
without the sinews of war, and to obtain
those sinews we have to go somewhere
elge. A great denl has been said about
the railways, but I think the matter may
gtand until we get a little further details
with reference to the railways it is pro-
posed to comstruct. Byt I would like to
point out that the construction of the line
from Menzies to Mount Leonora, a dis
tance of 70 miles, will mean a total dis-
tance of 550 miles from Fremnantle. ¥am
not surprised to hear hon. members op-
posed to what is termed to some extent
the centralisation of the system of rail-
ways. The leader of the House has told
us that we may fight against centralisa-
tion, but that we must have it. In the
not. very distant future I expect that our
railway system will be extended from the
North along the auriferous line of coun-
try ; but it seems to me that it would be
very advisable to extend that system in
such a manner as to tap the auri-
ferous country from portions of the
sea-coast where there are settlements
of producers; and if you could do
this, and at the same time cover
u shorter distance than by extending the
system in the other direction, so much the
better. At any rate, the suggestion is
one that deserves careful consideration.
Take, for instance, therailway already con-
structed from Geraldton to Mount Magnet
—a distance of 200 miles. It is 200

Do they biock
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miles more from there ta Lawlers, and it
will be another 90 miles to where it is
proposed to extend the line. It would,
therefore, mean the construction of 290

{ miles of railway from Mount Magnet,

v

waking Geraldton the port of that place,
instead of bringing the traffic to Perth and
Fremantle. The former policy meansthe
construction of 290 miles of railway, while
the latter would only mean the construc-
tion of an exirn 70 miles on the present
line. But there iz this to be
paid, and the matter requires very
careful consideration indeed : The people
on the fields have to get their sup-
plies from the const, and the carringe of
the goods forms the main traffic on the
lines, exclusive of passenger traffic.  The
return traffic, leaving the passengers out
of consideration, is a mere bagatelle.
Therefore if these north-eastern fields can
have the goods supplied to them over a
railway 100 miles shorter in distance,
surely they have a right to be considered.
Then there are the settlers in the Central
Pravince, from the Victoria Plains, which
is tapped by a railway, on to the Upper
Irwin, which carries a settled population
at the presemt time, and along the Mid-
Inand Railway. There is an immenseanrea
of good country there ready and weiting

“to be tapped by a railway, which would

enable it to carry a large population. How
are people who live in those districts
situated with regard to a market for their
produce? The leader of the Government
will tell us that they musat send their pro-
duce from Northampton. It means that
people will have to send their productsby
railway from the far North 3350 miles downp
to Guildford, and then 500 miles more to
Kalroorlie and Leonora, whereas if the
railway were continued from Mount Mag-
net to Lawlers a great benefit would be
conferred on the people living in that im-
portant part of the country, and the mar-
ket. would be brought nearer to them in-
steand of being made further away. Then
there is another point. We have been
told time after time—and some people
pwallow the assertion—that, once you
have pot your goods into the railway
trucks and have had them conveyed two
or three hundred miles, it does not cost
much to carry them a hundred miles
further. T never can understand how it
is possible for a rvailway to carry poods
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400 miles at n cheaper rate than 300
miles, and it cannot be done. That is not
the sort of tariff to make a railway pay.
It is a tariff for convenience and to en-
courage acttlement as far ag possible ; but
I ask the Commissionerof Railways or the
teader of the Government to show that,
after being carried 200 miles on a railway,
goods can be carried at a cheaper rate.
Lt is an impossibility. The wear and tear
are the same, The handling hons to he
done in either cnse, but the cost for each
hundred miles of railway is precisely the
game. You may reduce the rate if vou
like, but if you carry the reasoning out to
its logical coneolusion you will end by
carrying the goods for nothing.

AN Hox. Mewser: The cost of car-
riage for the last hundred wriles is
greater in this country owing to the
want of water.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: There is an im-
mense amount of wear and tear on the
main trunk of railway. The gradessare
nx too good. They are 1 in 45. At
any rate a small portion of the line is
as steep as that. It is unfortunate that
the engineer did not insist on the
grade being 1 in 60. It is also proposed
to comstruct a line from Coolgardie to
Norseman. I am not for the moment
saying whether I am in favour of con-
structing this line or not. It is a little
premature to express an opinion. [ have
hal o little experience in another place,
and I propose to keep myself open to
say yes or no in regard to the railway at
the proper time, I am only expressing
general views now. If there is nothing
in what T say, I am sorry to have oceu-
pied the time of hon. members =o
long. I am glad the Colonial Secretary
haa placed before us what I suppose 1
may cell reliable statistice in regard to
the indebtedness. Mr. Haynes in hia
speech was a little astray in his figures.

Hox. R. S. Havnes: The figures were
correct, but they are improperly com-
pited.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: The hon mem-
ber was a little astray. No member
should represent the country in a worse
cordition than it really is. Qur de-
gire should be to show the true position,
and I submit the hon. member's figures
were wrong. I generally have a very
fair idea of what the debts and the loans
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of Lhe colony are. The total amount
of the loans authorised, including
£1,100,000 for the Great Southern
Railway, is under twelve millions.

Hox. F. M. Srtoxe: What are you
nuoting from?

Hox. W. T. LOTON: I am quoting
from my memory, if you like. I have
a hook here, but it does not give the
correct figures.

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: The figures are
£12,108,000, according to the Premiér.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: [ did not know.
that the Premier had given the figures.

Hox., R. 8. Hayxes: I took my figures
from the Premier’s specch.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: The hon. mem-
ber will find I am right. The amount of

the authorised loaus is, altogether,
£11,5600,000.
Hox. F. T. Crowper: The Colonial

Sutretary puts it down at 9} millions.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Very well, we
will not cavil at that, T do not
lknow whether in that is included the
£500,000 guaranteed on the Midland
Railway. Tt is a liability, of course, but
w2 have a good security, and it must be
included in the amount of the liahility.

Tue CorLoNiaL SECRETARY: No; it 18
not.

Hox, R. 8. Haryus:
tell where we are.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: The position
that the Colonial Secretary put before
us is that we have already borrowed 9}
millions. I regret to hear that. T wae
under the impression that we had not
horrowed quite se much. Of course it
has not all been raised, but it has been
borrowed. I think that only about one
million of the last loan authorised has
been raised, and the other money has
been horrowed in another way.

Hov. A, B. Kipsow: Still, we get the
money. )

Hox. W. T. LOTON: But still the
loan will have to be raised.

Hox. F. T. Crowner:
trouble.

Hox. W, T. LOTON: Of the last loan
of #ix millions authorised, £2,500,000
was for the Cooleardie water worke.
Having borrowed 9} millions it seems
to me we have had all the money
with the exception of the money voted
for the water scheme, and that is the

We can never

That’s ths



96 Address-in-Reply :
actual amount which will have to be
raised. This will absorb the whole

amount of the authorised loan, so that
if any woney is reappropriated it must
Lbe money euthorised to be borrowed
for the water scheme. I do not intend
to go into the question as to whether
that scheme is a good one or not. We
were told at the time that loan was
asked for that the water schene
would be completed within three years.
But two years have gone by, and very
little has been done. T am entirely with
M: R. S. Haynes in the principle
enuncinted in his amendment, but at the
same time I do not think there is any
necessity or desirability to pass such an
amendment.

Hox. R. 8. Havxea: Why not!

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Well, it means
thut the House is coming toadecision be-
fore we have had any details or real
facts pub before us on which to form an
opinion. I am entirely in accord with
Mr. Haynes in his opposition to the re-
appropriation of money voted for certain
worke.

Hox. R. 8. Hayxes: That is all my
amendment says.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: No; the amend-
ment goes further. If the Government
have satisfied themselves that the exten-
sion of the railways is absclutely neces-
sary. and request that the lines should be
constructed, why in the name of good-
ness do the Govermment not deter-
mine to bring in another Loan Bill?
When this House passes the amend-
went we gay, in effect, we are in favour
of another loan of half a million of
money. What are we doing in saying
that? We are pledging those who will
come after us. According to thefigures
put before us we find that 9} millions
have been borrowed, and that only 2}
millions remain to be borrowed.  All
the latter will be absorbed in the Cool-
gardie water scheme, and if that scheme
is to he gone on with and completed in
three years it means that the money, or
a large portion of it, will be required
within the next twelve or eighteen
months, Consequently, if these works
are to be commenced and perpetuated
another loan will have to be raised.
Again 1 ask, why do not the Govern-
ment say they are in favour of another
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 loan of .£300,000 and submit o Loan

Bill?

Ho:. R. 8. Havxes: The Government
#av they do not want the money, and that
they will not Lorrow,

Hox. W. T. LOTOXN : I am entirely op-
pused to the reappropriation of lonn
moneys in the way proposed. It must
be patent to every hon. member that if
these works are carried out the Govern-
nient, or whatever Government it may be,
cither at the end of next session, or more
likely at the end of this, will have to come
forward with a Loan Bill. T am not ex-
pressing an opinion whether the railways
should he constructed, because another
opportunity will be afforded when the
Bills are before the House. AllIsay now
is that T am distinctly and clearly op-
posed to the reappropriation of money,
and an expression of opinion to that effect
will have the same result as carrying the
amendment,

Hox. R. S. Havxes: Saying so will not.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: What effect will
the amendment have!

Hox. R, 8. Havxegs: It will be a de-
claration of our opinion.

Hox. W. T. LOTON : The opinion can-
not be expressed more plainly than I
have expressed it. I I say I am in
favour of those railways Dbeing con-
structed I must at the same time say I
am in favour of money being burrowed
to construct them, instead of renppro-
priating money raised for o¢ther pur-
poses,

Hox. R. 8. Havxes: That is all the
nmendment means.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: I do not think
it is requisite to go into any other points
in the Governor's Speech, and [ must
apologise to the House for taking up so
much of the time of hon. members.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON moved the ad-
journment of the debate until the next
sitting.

Put and passed

ADJOURNMENT.

The House adjourned at 9.50 o’clock
until the next day.




